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INTRODUCTI ON

This document includes revisions throughtober2019 and is intended to provide guidance for
Connedctcut school district personnel who must make decisions about testing special student
populations on theSmarter Balanced Assessmentise Next Generation Science Standards
(NGSS)AssessmesttheConnecticut Alternate Assessme(@I AA) for English Languag Arts

and Mathematicsand the Connecticut Alternate Scien€ETAS) Assessmest These special
student populations include students identified as eligible for special education services under the
Individuals with Disabilities Education Act (IDEA), studsntlentified as disabled under Section
504 of the Rehabilitation Act of 1978nd studentsvho are identified as EnglidearnersEL).
This document also provides information regardgemeral education students who may require
additional supporta/hen t&ing standardized assessments

If after reviewing this document you have questions about the special student populations, the
criteria for participation in various assessment optionallowablesupports oaccommodations,
please contaddeirdre Ducharmer Janet Stuck frorthe Performance Officat 866713-686Q

In addition to this document, the Connecticut State Department of Education (CSDE) continues to
prepare teachers to administer the Smarter Balanced Assessments for English langge) arts
andmathematis to all students in Grades33n addition to the Connecticut Alternate Assessment
System for those students who quali®ne componentdf he Connect i cSysterbs A
includes understanding, selectiagd providing access to each ureqgubtestResources related
to student supports and accessibility needs are available o@GotieecticutComprehensive
Assessment Program Portal
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lHI STORI CAL PFEEXPECTI
STUDENTS WI TIH TDITEBABCHI E\
GRADIEEEVEL ACADBMITENT
STANDARDS

Federal legislationthe Every Student Succeeds Act signed in 2015 reauthorizel¢éneentary
and Secondary Education Act (ESEAhis act reaffirmsand requireghat each state institute
challenging contat and performance standards for its public school students. These performance

standards establish the level at which students are expected to master the material included in the

stat eds c onrhec8BAreguires that allrstdtes .have qualityesssnentestablished
in reading mathematicsand sciencéo determine the extent to which students have mastered the
material outlined in the stateds content st
Title | program, i.e., a higqualtya s sessment system that is al
performance standards to ensure that all students are heddsantie high academic standards.

Connecticut has long advocated that, to the extent possible, students with disabilities should
paricipate in both the general education curriculum and the standard administratiorstitéhe
assessmerntthis has often not been the case nationally. It was only witRubéc Law10517,

1997 reauthorization dhe Individuals with Disabilities Eduaah Act (IDEA) that having high
expectations for students with disabilities became a national priority. The 1997 IDEA amendments
required that these students be included in appropriately challenging curriculums and in
districtwideand statewide assessmeiatisd that states and school districts publicly account for the
progress of these studer@early, two goals of IDEA ard) the participation of a high percentage

of students with disabilities in standamdistrictwide and statewide testing and redt
accountability effortsand?2) the availability of an alternate assessment for those few students who
cannot appropriately participate imetstandard assessment program.

Federal legislation, in the form of botBSEA and the IDEA, and state legislation ihet
Connecticut General Statut@3.G.S.)Section 1014, andtherelatively recent implementation of

the Connecticut Core Standa{@CS)is consistent in the vision that is being promoted, i.e., high
expectations, uniform standardsd public accountabili for the performance of all students,
including those with disabilities and I 1 m
assessment program is just one component of an overall accountability system that is intended t¢
assess the effectivenessQinnecticut schools and lead to greater success for all students.

To understand this educational accountability system, one must consider the progress of all
students on a number of key indicators. For more information, the publidatioa Condi t i
Educatni cConimse catviadolta bdoewn | o ad
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| IDESCRI PTI ONOQONETHE COT
ASSESSMENT SYSTEM

ASMARTER BALANGEBSM&EXSITEM

In the 201415 school year Connecticutas a member of éhSmarter Balancedssessment
Consortium administeredassessments for English language and mathematics to students in
Grades 38 and 11 with the exception of special education students with significaghitive
disabilites par t i ci pati ng i n Co nn e c fThecSmartérs Balahded e r n
Assesment System was developed by the member states of the Consortnohding
Connecticut, to align to th€onnecticuiCore Standardsn the2019-20 school year the Smarter
Balanced Assessments wabain beadministeredo students in Grades& while students in

Grade 11will participate in theConnecticut SAT School Day whi ch became Co
accountability assessment in lieu of Smarter Baladoethg the201516 school yegr

Whenfocusng onthe Smarter Balanced summatagsessments, it is important to understand its
test design and the activities associated with thetdakstg situation. The Smarter Balanced
summative assessment for Engligshguage arts and mathematics requires students to:

1 Participaten an online assessment comprised of two components: a computer ada
test (CAT) for both ELA and math; and a performance task (PT) for math. The test
not timed, however, recommendedt session lengths of 40 to 120 minutes, depend
on content area and grade level, are provided in the Test Administration Manual,

Demonstrate criticathinking and problersolving skills; and

1 Accurately respond to various item response types usingo@&e and mouse or
touchpad.

B.CONNECTI CUT SQAALT BACYH O

On October 7, 2015, the Connecticut State Board of Education adopted the SAT (created by the
College Board) as the annual state assessment for eleventh graders in Connecticut. All students i
Connecticut must be tested once in highaa for English language aréd mathematics using
the same assessment for all students. This is a requirement of federal and state law. By adoptin
the SAT, Connecticwgliminatesduplicate testing and eleventhage students in Connecticut will
have an opportunity to take the SAT free of charge during the school day. The SAT assesses thg
critical thinking skills students need for academic succetglentsare able to use their SAT
scores for both the state schaotountality systemandfor college admission.

Accommodationson the ConnecticutSAT School Dayare ONLY available for students with
special needs, acumentedy anactive IndividualizedEducationProgram (IEP) or a Section
504 Plan These accommotians should be consistent with those accommodations provided

at

nn
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during instruction and on class, district, and statewide assesgmeenii® 504 Plan or p@rage3
of the IER See Section VIl in this document for more information

The ConnecticuSAT Schml Day is composed dhe following subtests

1 EvidenceBasal Reading and Writing, consisting of two subteatReading Tesand a
Writing and Language Test. Each test is composed of qpaitigraph passages an
multiple-choice questions.

Time allotted:
A 65 minutes for Reading
A 35 minutes for Writing and Language

1 Math: Includes one portion that permits calculator use and one that does not. Each |
is composed of multiplehoice and studesdroduced response questions.

Time allotted:
A 25 minutes for Mdt TestNo Calculator
A 55 minutes for Math TesEalculator

Most students will test in one or two days, and the test schedrdespecified by the
ConnecticutSAT School Day Coordinator Manual. However, there may be some stud
who will require more timérefer toTheC o o r d i Mamualofarndore detail)

CNEXT GENERATINCNE SOABNDARDSMBEANTSE S S

Connecticutodos | egacy s cUomecticd Masterg TeesOd M Saience, k n o\
(administered testudents in Grades 5 angl & dthe Connectcut Academic PerformancEest
(CAPT) Science (administered to students in GradeW8jereplaced with thé&lext Generation
Science Standards (NGSS3gessment in@des 5, 8, and Iduring the201718 school yeafThe
newscienceassessmentalignedto the Next GeneratiorScienceStandard (NGSS)adoptedby the
ConnecticuStateBoardof Educatiorin Novembe2015 identify corescientificideas practicesand
conceptghatall studentshouldmaster A variety of embedded tools artesignategupports are
available to studentsvhile accommodationsare available for students with special needs, as
determined by an IEP or a Section . Supportsare als@vailable testudents who arertglish
Learners ([ES).

For more information on the test design and content, visiCthenecticut State Department of
Education Comprehensive Assessment Program Portal

DCONNECTIACWUIIERNATE ASSBSYSMEM

The ConnecticutState Department of Education (CSDE) is committed to priogpnatudent
success for all studentdhe Connecticut Alternate Assessment System is desigxadsively
for a small percentage of special education students with a disability or multiplditksathiat
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significantly impact intellectual functioning and adaptive behaveguiring intensive instruction
and substantial supportSenerally, on@ercentor less of the tested student population is expected
to participate iralternate assessmentsda | i gi bi |l ity i s determined
Placement Team (PPTMembers of thé°>PT ensureappropriateness usirgyidenceexplicitly
documentedt hr oughout t hie cosjunctiodnewith tbesConheEtieut Alternate
Assessment Eligibility Forpwhich documents requiredatacapturingt h e s tintetleetualt 0 s
impairment adaptive behavipand the confmation that the student receives extensive, repeated,
individualized instruction and academic support across all academic aracademic areas.
Refer to thé=requently Asked Questions and Answers about the Connecticut Alternate Assessment
Eligibility Form for additional information.

Frequently Asked Questions and Answers about the Connecticut Alternate Assessmeig System
intended to provide Local Education Agencies (LEAS), parents, advocacy organizations, and other
interested parties with informationgear di ng t he requirements for

with significant cognitive disabilities participating in alternate assessmé&hts. document

represents the current understanding of the CSDE on this topic. This guidance does not impose

any addtional requirements beyond those required under applicable law and regulations.

The Connecticut Alternate Assessmengst8m Participation Guidance for Planning and
Placement Teams flowchamtovides the PPT with guidance on eligibility for student participation
in the Connecticut Alternate Assessm8gstem.More information is available on the Alternate
Assessmentveb pagdocated on the Connecticut Comprehensive Assessment PrBgirdah

Connecticut Alternate AssessmentfCTAA) for Engl ish Language Arts and Mathematics

The CTAA for ELA and mathis available foreligible students in Grades-8 and 11. This
assessment is presented to each student individually by a CSDE tesinkeivia an online test
delivery systemThe CTAA includingthesupportingresourceswas developed with Connecticut
teachers and administrataw®rking closely withother nationaktate members and expertshie
National Center and State Collaborati&CSC) More information and resourcedout NCSC
can be foud athttp://www.ncscpartners.orgilore information about the CTAA can be found on
the Connecttut Student Assessment Wehge Teachers and parentsth studentsvho may be
eligible for the CTAAare encouragetb accesthe CTAA Practice 8e to become familiar with
the online environmentest formatand tre accessibility featureavailable

Connecticut Alternate Science(CTAS) Assessment

If a student is determined eligible for the CTAg the PPTthestudentwill also participatan the
CTAS whenenrolledin Grades 5, 8, and 1Unlike the CTAA, the CTAS is a nesecure test
intended to be administered throughout the year as teachers work with studentstheirate
performance on the NGSS standaiidse CTAS is organized intsix Storylinesfor each assessed
grade that are linked to NGS Sandard Performance Expectatiottsrough the derived

Connecticut Alternate Science Essence Statements and the corresponding Core Extensions. Eac¢

Storyline includes a Performance Task with a series of assessment activities in the following
content arest Earth Science, Life Science, and Physical Science. These activities ask students to
make sense of reatorld phenomena and/or engage with an engineering design peoBlemiar

to the CTAA, the CTAS is specifically designed for this specialized papulay expert teachers

from across Connecticut who work with these studdfdgs.more information on the test design

D

by

h


https://ct.portal.airast.org/core/fileparse.php/51/urlt/201920-Alternate-Assessment-Eligibility-Form-81419-MASTER-1.pdf
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https://ct.portal.airast.org/core/fileparse.php/51/urlt/FAQ-Connecticut-Alternate-Assessment-Eligibility-Form.pdf
https://ct.portal.airast.org/core/fileparse.php/51/urlt/FAQ-CT-Alternate-Assessment-System-9.11.19-Final.pdf
https://ct.portal.airast.org/core/fileparse.php/51/urlt/CT-Alternate-Assessment-System-Participation-Flowchart-Final.pdf
https://ct.portal.airast.org/core/fileparse.php/51/urlt/CT-Alternate-Assessment-System-Participation-Flowchart-Final.pdf
https://ct.portal.airast.org/get-started/alternate-assessment-system.stml
https://ct.portal.airast.org/
http://www.ncscpartners.org/
https://portal.ct.gov/SDE/Student-Assessment/CTAA-Skills-Checklist/Connecticut-Alternate-Assessments
http://ct.portal.airast.org/training-tests/

and contentvisit the Connecticut State Department of Education Comprehensive Assessment
Program Portatlo access relatedonnecticut Alternate Assessm@&yistenresources

EENGLIBROFI CIl BNRGESSMENT

LAS Links Assesment

Hi storically, Connect i c Udardesshagetpaiadpatedtinsstatewdde n t |
assessments with designated suppiénteeeded. These students acquiring English as a second
language are required to meet the same academic performance standards expected of studer
whose first language is English. In addition tatewideacademicassessment participation in
Grades 38 and 11 (andcience in Grades 5, 8, aid), all ELs must participatannuallyin the
standardized English.anguageProficiency Assesment In Connecticut students who are
identified asELs are asssed using the LAS LinkAssessmento demonstrate their level of
English language proficiencystudents who are English learnaraist meet mandated exit
requirements on the LAS Linksssessmertb exitbilingual and/orfEnglish for speakers of other
languages ESOL) programs.

FNATI ONMASSESSMEBNTEDUCATI ONRESBROG

1/9/20 CSDE Assessment Guidelines 6|Page

The National Assessment of Educational Progress (NAEP), is often called the "Nation's Report
Card." It is the only measure of student achievement in the United States that allows for the
comparison of Connecticut students to their peers in all other stdiissnational assessment,

sponsored by the U.S. Department of Education, has been conducted since 1969 and produce
results that are widely reported by the national and local media.

Every year, some Connecticut schools are selected to participate in the NAEP. For each NAEP
administration, representative samples of fourth, ejghtid twelfthgraders in states and
territories of the United States are tested in selected content areds:-riambered years (e.g.,
2021), the number of participating schools increases and the results are used to assess achieveme
for the state as a whol e. Since it I's crit
public school population, studts with disabilities anthose designated &hnglish learners must

be included in the testing.

School personnel are expected to make every effort to include all selected students with disabilities
and English learners in the assessments. Many of thersalieols and embedded and non
embedded accommodations available for the Smarter BalancédG®8are also available for

the NAEP. As school personnel make specific decisions regarding how to include students in
NAEP, there are several important factiargonsider:

1 Scores are not producéat individual students and participationNAEP is anonymous;

1 The NAEPAssessmentdo not impose any consequences for students, teachers, schools,
or districts and are intended solely to provide an overall measuredofcational
achievement for the nation and individual states;
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1 Participating students are not required to complete the entire test and may skip any test
guestion. Even when a student does not complete the entire test, valuable information is
obtained fronthe responses provided; and

1 Schools send motification lettethome to families of selected students. The letter explains
the importance of NAERand lets parents know that they may decide that their child will
not participate.

Annualll vy, C o n Btate Coordinatbr previddsAnE Bchools selected to participate in
the NAEP with detailed information about available accommodations specific to the assessments
that will be administered. Specific questions concerning NAEP accommodations should be
directedto Renée Savoie, NAEP State Coordinator, at BEB6858.
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| Il WHO SHOULDE3B3EED?

A.UNDERLYI NBENT NOF THE LVEEGIMANADATES
AND POLI CY DBSRECTI VE

All Connecticut public school students should be assessed in accordance with federal and stats
regulations. Students must be tested by the district when students are included in the Public School
Information System (PSIS) collection, and the district assumes fiscal responsibility for that student
by documenting at least some local costs,uidiclg elgible inkind servicess or t he st u
education and the student is enrolled to the extent the dissicesponsible for educational
placement and record keeping. These rules apply to students taking the Smarter Balanced
Assessmest the ConnecticutAlternate Assessmentthe NGSSthe Connecticut SAT School
Day, and the LAS Links

137

Students who areligible for special education services under BEA, students who are
identified asSection 504andEnglishlearneramustbe recordedSIS systeno allow for accurate
reporting in theTest Information Distribution Engind [DE) system.

The followingchartd escr i bes testing policies based on

Student Circumstance Testing Policy
Students entered into PSIS whg Connecticut public school students who are enrolled i
are enrolld in StateApproved APSEP are tested by the APSHIRe reporting district is

Private Special Education accountable to test these students for the LAS Liviks
Programs (APSEP) APSEP support

Stucknts entered into PSIS who| The reporting district is accountable to test these stud
are enrolled in No#pproved Procedural information is provided to Distr
Private Schools in Connecticut ¢ Administratorsfor testing, EnglishLearner Assessme
out-of-state schools Coordinators (ELACsand SAT School Coordinators.

Students who move to another | Students who move to another Connecticut public sc
Connecticut public school in the| in the same district or move to another Connecticut dis
same district or move to anothel will have their tests follow them in TIDE upon the PS
Connecticut district during being updatedFor the Connecticut SAT School D4
testing students whalo not take their test in the previous sch
on the primary test daseof March 2 or April 14, 2020,

must take the tesh their new school on the designat]
makeup dayof April 28 or April 29, 2(20. For the LAS
Links testing, districts will access tlizata Recognitior
Corporation PRC) Insight Portal to manage studer
transfes for testing.

Students who move to a private| Students who move to a private school or to arobstate

school or to an oubf-state school should be noted in PSIS as transferring from
school during testingnd are Connecticut pulit school system. These students raoe
exited from PSIS tested.

1/9/20 CSDE Assessment Guidelines 8|Page
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Student Circumstance

Testing Policy

Students hospitalized or
homebound due to iliness

Students who are hospitalized or homebound due to il
should be tested unless there are medical constraint
prevent them from testing (the studdrds received a
approved medical exemption)Students taking th
Connecticut SAT School Day must be tested the
designated dateof March 25, 2020, or April 14, 2020
(depending on the date selected by the distretinake
up testing date April 28 or April 29, 220, at the schoo
di strictos centr al admi
school staff member who is fully trained in the proper
administration and security procedures.

Students on homebound
instruction due to suspension or|
expulsion

Stucents who are receiving homebound instruction du
a suspension or expulsion must be tested either at ho
preferably at the schoo
officesduring theassessment specific testing windoya
certified school staff mends who is fully trained in thg
proper test administration and security procedy
Connecticut SAT School Day must be tested on
designated dateof March 5, 2020, or April 14, 220
(depending on the date selected by the districtinake
up testing dtes April B or April 29, 2020, at the schoo
di strictos centr al admi
school staff member who is fully trained in the proper
administration and security procedures.

Students who may qualify for a
medical exemption

Requests for consideration of an Emergency Med
Exemption should be initiated bythe District
Administrator (DAIn TIDE) for the Smarter Balanced a
NGSS Assessmest by the Services for Students wi
Disabilities (SSD) Coordinatdior the Connecticut SA
School day or by the English Learner Assessme
Coordinator (ELAC) for the LAS Links aseeded during
the appropriate test administration window. See Appe
B

Homeschooled students

Homeschooled students amot public school student
and are notlgible to be administered state assessmer

Students who are newly enrolle(
in a Connecticut public school
after the district testing window
has commenced

Students who are newly enrolled in a Connecticut pu
school after the first day of testing arequired to be
administered the state assessme&adents who are
taking the @nnecticutSAT School Daywho arrive after
either primary test dates (March522@0 or April 14,
2020) must take the test on ApriBr 29, 2Q20.

Students registered in PSiMBo
are enrolled in Nompproved
Private Schools in Connecticut

The reporting district is responsible to test studs
registered in PSIS who attend nrapproved privatg
schools in Connecticut. This includes both general
special education students edted in norapproved
private schools using public school funds.
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Student Circumstance Testing Policy
Students registered in PSIS whq¢ The reporting district is responsible to test studs
are enrolled in oubf-state registered in PSIS and attending-otistate schools.
schools

If you hawe a student who is shared with another school district or pro@granreported in
TIDE as generic in stateggnd cannot access an assessment through the online test d
system, contact the Performance Office at-868 6860 forguidance.

For moreinformation, refer to th&esting Students in PSIS Who Attend @iState and Non
Approved Facilitiedbrochure.
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| VGRADI EEVEIONS|I DERAFORNS
PARTI CI PIABITANEWI DE
ASSESSMENTS

For purposes of Connecticutds statewide testf.i

Each student must be enrolled in a specific gradassigned to a specific gradased orhis or

her age. This grade assignmentistbe specified ifPSIS.Students in Grades8must participate

in the Smarter Balanced Summative Assessments for ELA andamdiththe NGSSassessment
when enrolledin Grades 5, 8, and 1Additionally, gudents in Gradell participate in the
Connecticut SAT School Daytudents who qualify for the Connecticut Alternate Assessment
System participate in the CTAA for ELA and math in Grad@&sa®d 11, and also take the CTAS
Assessmenthen enrolledn Grades 5, 8, and 1[f.there is any question as to the grade level for
a particular student, district administrators are adviseaiidy how the student was reported

the PSIS andh the Special Education Data Application and Collection (SEDA@3tricts and
private approed special educatioprogramsare advised to work closelyith districtson the
identification of studentdesting gradeto avoid testing students in the wrong grade or not ggstin
students in a required grade.

Students enrolled in high school preserditinal issues for consideration beyond age and years

in school. Each local school district establishes its own policy for the determination of grade levels.
Many high schools establish grade levels based on the accumulation of earned credits. However,
this system and/or its timing must not result in a student not being tésiedfore, it is critical
that the PSIS system accurately reflects the stagleatrent grade at the time of testing.




V.GUI DEL
| NANNALTERNATE ASSESSM

A.HI STORIPCEEARSPECT I VE
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In a commentary to the proposed Federal Regulatfeedefal RegisterOctober 1997, p. 55055),

the United States Department of Education estimated that approximately 1 to 2 percent of the tota
school population would require aneattate assessmenthereasthe vast majority of special
education studentsould participate in the standagtadelevel version of statewide testgth
accommodations adentified by their IEP

In response to meeting the needs of this specific studentgimn,Sect i on 602 ( 3)
required states to create alternateassessment aligned with their academic content standards,
promoted access to the general curricylamd reflected professional judgment of the highest
achievement standards pdssi To meet this requirement, the Connecticut State Department of
Education created the CMT and CAPT Skills Checklist for students with significant cognitive
disabilities and for whom a standard statewide assessment was not appropriate. The CMT/CAPT
Skills Checklist was used to assist in the planning of instruction, monitoring student growth and
progress, and documenting achievement. UsingGhecklist, teachers rated students on grade
level academic skills and submitted results for state/federal negopiurposes during the
CMT/CAPT testing windowln 2007, the CMT Skills Checklist Science for student&rades 5

and 8, and the CAPT Skills Checklist Science for students in Grade Iithplamented.

Since that ti me, Co nne c tmeasuremerd toadschawt ecnanged. s t
Beginning in 2015Connecticut, as a membef the National Center and State Collaborative
(NCSQ consortium, worked to develop the Connecticut Alternate Assessamenteplacement
for the CMT/CAPT Skills ChecklistThe CTAA is a system of valid, reliablend fair next
generation assessments aligned toGRsSin English language arts (ELA) and mathematics for
eligible studentsn Grades 8 and 11.The CTAS Assessmentaligned to the Next Generation
Science Standardsegplaces the CMT and CAPT Skills Checklist Scienceefigrible students in
Grades 5, 8, and 11.

Currently, C o n n e c AlieroatetA $sasssmenBystem for studentswith significant cognitive
disabilities is comprised of the following:

1 Connecticut Alternate Assessment (CTAA) EirA and mathematics for eligible students
in Grades 38 and 11and

1 ConnecticutAlternate Scienc€CTAS) Assessment for eligible studentsGnades 5, 8,
and 11.

While the Connecticut State Department of Education strives to provide alternate assessments that
support student independence to the greatest extent possible by making academic content
accessible and the expected achievement leyggsopriate, it is critical to safeguard against an
overreliance on this option, and reserve these assessments for a very small percentage of student
with the most significant cognitive disabilitigsr whom the assessments were designed.
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With this said,under the Every Student Succeeds Act (ESSAjatelevel capof one percent

of the total number of tested students in the state should be assessed with an alternate assessm
in a particular subject. Under this law, there is an expectation that sihte®mitor district use

of the alternate assessments and provide Gomnecticut Alternate Assessment System
Participation Guidance for Planning and Placement Teamdetermine when a student should

be assessed using the alternate assessment.

BNATI ONGAHHENTER AND SLTIAAEORMAOTI VE

The National Center anSitate Collaborative (NCSC) applied the lessons learned from the past
decade of research on alternate assessments based on alternate achievement standards, to deve
a multistate comprehensive assessment system for students with significant cograbi#ielss

The longterm goal of the NCSC project was to ensure that students with significant cognitive
disabilities achieve increasingly higher academic outcomes and leave high school ready for post
secondary options. A wetlesigned summative assessmaone is insufficient to achieve that

goal. All partners shared the commitment to the resdarphactice focus of the project and the
development of a comprehensive model of curriculum, instruction, assessment, and supportive
professional developmenth&se supports are intended to improve the alignment of the entire
system and strengthen the validity of inferences of the system of assessments. More information
and resources are available atH@SC Wiki.

CCONNECTI CUTNALHEERSSESSMENEM
PARTI CIl PERIOEERNBIHEONNECTI CUT AETER
ASSESSMENT EYI 6OBMLT

Regulations for Part B of the Individuals with Disabilities Education Act (IDEA) require states to
make availablgo eligible students with the most significant cognitive disabilities an alternate
assessment designed to measure their knowledge and skills (34 CFR 88 200.1(d) and 300.160 (c

Alternate assessments are designed to measure the knowledge and siuileras$ stiththe most
significant cognitive disabties as required by the IDEANd Every Student Succeeds Acts
(ESSA. Alternate assessments are designed to sugfpiént independence to the greatest extent
possible by making academic content accessibtl the expected achievement levels appropriate.
The CTAA is aligned to the same Connecticut Core Standards (CCS) used to instruct and asses
all of Connecticutés public school TeGQrd®nt s
is aligned tolie Next Generation Science Standards (NGSS).

The criteria for participatiomn the CTAA for students inGrades 38 and 1land the CTASor
eligible students in Grades 5, 8, and 11 reflectpéerasive nature of a significant cognitive
disability. Studentswith a significant cognitive disabilitgligible for partition in the Alternate
Assessment Systeare identified as individuals who:

1 Have an intellectual impairment, as documented through an assessment of cognitive
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https://wiki.ncscpartners.org/index.php/Main_Page

functioning that places the individuagsificantly below age/grade level expectations;
1 Demonstrate adaptive behavior (i.e., those conceptual, social and practical skills necessary
to meet the common demands of everyday life) that is well below age/grade level
expectations; and
1 Require intensig, repeated individualized instruction and use substantially adapted
materials, assistive technology, and individualized methods of accessing information to
acquire, maintain, demonstrate, and transfer skills across multiple settings.

Effective for the 21920 school year,hie Connecticut Alternate Assessment Eligibility Form
(which replaces the former Learner Charactiesdnventory) will be used tdetermine eligibility

and participation in the Connecticut Alternate Assessment System. Thigliggvlity form
documents requir ed ielectdakmparmeniadaptivehbehavsot, andteen t 6
confirmationthat the student receives extensive, repeated, individualized instruction and academic
support across all academic and +awademic areaslhe Connecticut Alternate Assessment
Eligibility Form can be downloaded from ti@&nnecticut Comprehensive Assessment Program
Portalandc o mp|l et ed i n draft by the studentdos pri
The draft is then discussed at fleT meeting to determine eligibilitfgvidence in the IEP, such
asthe student 06s pr es egadligibility fonsgetiad educatioapderelatedervioes n ¢ e
should be reviewedThe student must meet all criteria outlinaldoveto participate in the
Connecticut Alternate Assessments.

Students who do not meet thiegibility criteria for the alternate assessments will be expected to
participate in the standard statewide assessments with designated supports, accommodations, alt
assistive technology (if applicable) as indicatedPage8 of their IEP. Refer to theErequently
Asked Questions and Answers about the Connediterinate Assessment Eligibility Foramd

the Connecticut AlternateAssessment System Participation Guidance for Planning and
Placement Teanf®wchartfor more information.

In the cae that the PPT convened prior to September 2019 and determined that a studertt qualifie
for the alternate assessments using the LCR@18 20 Connecticut Alternate Assessnieystem:
Transition from the Learner Characteristics Inventory to the Connecticut Alternate Assessment
Eligibility Form offers guidance to PPTs regardielggibility criteria and actiongi.e., making a
technical edit to the IEP, amending an IEP, or reconvening g WRdn considering student
eligibility for alternate assessments

Given thatthe timelysubmission otligibility formsensureshat students will have access to the
aternateassessmendt the time of testing, pleagalow the submission deadlinéglow.

Connecticut Alternate Assessment EligibilityForm

SubmissionDatesThrough the Student Subgroup
Data Entry Interface (DEI)
November 15, 2019 Eligible studets inGrade 11,

January 15, 2020
Dually identified gpecialeducation and English

learner) Grades-8 and 11
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Connecticut Alternate Assessment EligibilityForm

November 15, 2019 Eligible students in Grades 38; Extended
February 14, 2020 deadline for nevy eligible Grade 11 students
June 5, 2020 DEI closes for the spmg 2020 assessment
window.

Following these specified deadlinegtafrom the timely subntied dligibility form s retrieved
from theData Entry Interface (DEIand an ALT Flag indicator in TIDE is activat@doviding
access to the CTAA at the time o$tiegfor the designated student and the ability for the Trained
Teacher Administering the Alternate (TEA) to submit CTAS score ratings into thelfDte
eligibility form is submitted after the deadlines indicatedgontact the Connecticut Help Desk

at 1-844-202-7583or the CSDE at 860713-6860immediately so that the AltFlag indicator

can be activated prior to testing If the Alt Flag Indicator is not activated, students will only have
access to the standard assessments.

Given that PPTs occur througltathe school year, thBEI will remain open during the testing
window throughlune 52020. However, it is highly recommended tledigyibility formsbe entered
into the DElwhen it opens on November 15, 20H&d in advance of the testing windoiv
possilbe.

DREQUI RED TRAIRNITEGCHEGRS ARMINNGIHET E
CONNECTI CUT ALPCSREASMANMLTERNATE
SCI ENCE

The Connecticut State Department of Education Performance Offiseansenline training
process to ensure Teachers Administering the Alternases&men{TEAS) have upto-date
information related to testing policies and system enhancemerddminister the alternate
assessments with fidelity. This trainingaempleted annually and designedo be selfled and
seltpaced. The TEA must completed passhe associated quiz with score ofat least 80%
accuracy prior to administering any alternate assessmfemtanore information, refer to the
Connecticut Alternate Assessment System Training Required for Teachers Administering the
AlternateOverviewfor TEAsandOverview forDistrict Administratos.
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The Smater Balanced Assessments ahd NGSSAssessmentare provided to students via an
onlinetestingenvironment using the Test Delivery System provided by American Institutes for
Research (AIR). Students are able to access embedded araemheddeduniversal tools
designated supportandaccommodationslepending on their learning needs and eligibility.

A.DESCRI PTI OMARIFER BALANOMREKXT
GENERATI ON SOCABRMNMBGRDS ASSESSMENTS
UNI VERSAL ,DEGCGL&&ENATEBPP ORAND

ACCOMMODATI ON RIAEE GO

Smarter Balanced Governing States appdofee Smarter Balanced Assessment Consortium:
Usability, Accessibility, and Accommodations Guidelif@s the assessment system. 3&e
guidelines were developed in collaboration with member states and nationally recognized experts
on English language lears and students with disabilities. The reseda$ed policy outlines
three categories of resources to ensure that the assessments meet the needs of adinstndents
Smarter Balanced English language artdmathematicsand includeuniversal toolsdesignated
supports and accommodationsThe guidelines are intended for schdelel personnel and
decisionmaking teams, particularl\eP teams, as they prepare for and implement the Smarter
Balanced Assessmest The guidelines provide information for agsroom teachers, English
development educators, special education teachers, and related services personnel to use
selecting and administering unigal tools, designated supporsd accommodations for those
students who need them. Tin@idelines aralso intended for assessment staff and administrators
who oversee the decisions that are made in instruction and assessment.

The Smarter Balanced Assessment Consortium: Usability, Accessibility, and Accommodations
Guidelinegs the foundation fothe Conneticut Assessment Guidelin@fierearg however some
differencesin implementatiorfor some of thedesignatedgupportsandaccommodationas they

are applied in Connectigitased on historical policgnd the addition afhe NGSSAssessment

The following sectionsembed information from th&marter Balanced Usability, Accessibility,

and Accommodations Guidelinesut are Connectictgpecificas they provide guidelingbat

apply to students in Connecticut who participatstatewide assessments.

Universatools designated suppor@ndaccommodationare grouped into twbroader categories
based on how they are provided to the student. They are:

1 Embedded Available through the online computer platforamd
1 Non-Embedded:Provided to the student by the sch
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Accommodationgliffer from universaltools and designated suppog&commodationsare
changes in procedures or materials that increase equitable accessadsesgmentinlike
universal tools or designated supporiszanmodations are availabbmly for students for
whom there is documentation of the needan IEP or Section 504 Plan. Assessment
accommodations generate valid assessment results for students who need them; they allov
these students to show what they know and caiRdfer to the201320 Accessibility Chart

for a listing of Universal Tools, Designhated Supports and Accommodations available to
students participatingn Smarter Balanced and NGSS.

B.UNI VERSAL TOOLS

What Are Universal Tools?

Universal tools aracceswility features of the assessment that are either provided as digitally
delivered components of the test administration systerseparate from it. Univeal tools are
available to all students based on student preference and seleciibare either provided as
digitally delivered components of the test delivery systamprovided separately from the digital
platform as a noembedded toolThe followinguniversal toolsare not modificationsand their
useyields valid scores that meet the requirements for participation and assesdemsified in
theESSAwhen used in a manner consistent withghielelines

Embedded Universal Tools

The Smarter Balancednd NGSS digitally-delivered assessments include a wide array of
embedded universal tools. These are available to all students as part of the technology platform
Listed below arehe embedded universal tools available to all students for computer aeneithis
Smarter Balanced atMIGSSAssessmentd his listincludes a description of each tool. Although
these tools are generally available to all students, educators may determine that one or more migh
be distracting for a particular student, and thus mightate that the tool should be turned off for
the administration of the assessment tarkdévidual student.

1) EMBEDDED UNIVERSAL TOOLS

a. Breaks
The number of items per session can be
Breaks of more than 20 mutes will prevent the student from returning to items already
attemptedinless an appeal for a tasbpen is requested by the District Administrator
There is no limit on the number of breaks that a student might be given. The use of this
universal toolmay result in the student needing additional overak to complete the
assessment.

b. DesmosCalculator (For calculator-allowed math items only Grades 68; NGSS
Grades 5, 8, and 1) (See Norembedded accommodations for students who
cannot use the embeddedalculator)

The Smarter Balanceissessment®r mathematicen Grades 8 offers @ embedded
on-screerDesmodigital calculatorthatcan be accessed for calculatdiowed items
when students click on the calculatoon. This tool is available only witthe specific
items for which the Smarter Balanced Item Specifications indicated that it would be
appropriate.

=<

—+
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TheDesma functions vary by grade:
1  abasic calculatofgrade 6math).
1  a scientific calculatofgrades 7 and Bath)
1  ascientific/graphing calalator(grade 11math)

For more information on using tHgesmos Calculatoysisit the Smarter Balanced
Sample Items Website.

Additionally, the DesmosCalculatoris availablefor all studentstaking the NGSS
Assessmenin Grades 5, 8, and 1Btudents who are unable to access the online
calculator ortheNGSS may use a hattetld calculatofper the calculator descriptions
stated aboveas a norembedded universal tool.

Digital Notepad

This tool is used for making notes about an item. The digital notepad ispiecific
and is available through the end of the test segment. Notewasaved when the
student moves on to the next segment or afteak of more than 20 minutes.

. English Glossary (Default) (Not available for Science)

Gradeand contex@appropriate definitions of specific constraigelevant terms are
shown in English on the screen via a fgpwindow. The student can access the
emledded glossary by clicking on any of the -petected terms. The use of this
universal toolmay result in the student needing additional overak to complete the
assessment.

. ExpandedPassages/Stimuli
Each passage or stimulus can be expanded so tiakeg upa larger portion of the
screen.

Highlighter
This is adigital tool for marking desired text, item questions, item answers, or parts of
these with a color. Highlighted text remains avagahiroughout each test segment.

. Keyboard Navigation

Navigaton throughout text can be @amplished by using a keyboar8tudents are
provided with a document callé¢eyboard Commands for Studettiat explains th
various keystrokes.

. Line Reader

The student uses an onscreen universal tool to assist in reading by raising and lowering
the toolallowing thestudento focus on a singline of text on the screen.

Mark for Review

Allows students to flag items for fut review during the assessment. Markings are
not saved when the student moves on to the next segment orlatakaf more than
20 minutes.

Math Tools

These digital tools (i.e., embedded ruler, embedded protractor) are used for
measurements relatedrt@th items. They are available only with the specific items for
which the Smarter Balanced Item Specifications indicate that one or moesetdols
would be appropriate.
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2)

Strikethrough
Allows users to cross out answer options. If an answer option isnage, a
strikethrough line will not appear, but the image will be grayed out.

Writing Tools(Interim ELA Performance Task Only)
Selected writing tools (i.e., bold, italic, bullets, undo/redo) are available for all student
generated responses.

. Zoom

A universal tool for making text or other graphics in a window or frame appear larger
on the screen. The default font size for all tests is 14 pt. The student can make text and
graphics larger by clicking théoom-In button. The student can click td@om-Out

bu ton to return to the default or smal
use of thezoom-In andZoom-Out buttons will only change the size of the text and

the graphics on the current screen. When the student clicks any navigational button
(Back, Next) or utilizes the question dregiown list to navigate to another item, the
print size wil return to the default value.

To increase the default print size of the entire test (from Level 2 to Level 3 print size),
the print size must be set as anlietidded Designated Support for the studeiidE,

or set by the Test Administrator (TA) prior to the start of the test. The use of this
Embedded Designated Support may result in the student needing additiersl

time to complete the assessment. Please note that the Streamline Mode Embeddec
Designated Suppqrtreamline Modemu st be set to AONO for
following print-size leveld this allows the test content to be displayed vergcall

1 Level5
1 Level 6
1 Level7
1 Level 8

NON-EMBEDDED UNIVERSAL TOOLS

Some universal tools may need to be provided outside of the computer test
administration system. These toalsscribedelow, are provided locallyy the school
andcan be made available &my student.

Breaks

Breaks may be given at predetermined intervals or after completion of sections of the
assessment for studeBometimesndividual students e allowed to take breaks when
needed to reduce cognitive fatigasthey experience heavy asseent demands. The

use of this universal tool may result in the student needing additional overall time to
complete the assessment.

Calculator (Science Grades 5, 8, &1)

When the embeddddesmogsCalculatoris notsuitablefor a studenparticipating in he

NGSS, the provision of batteryoperatechandheld calculator may be appropriaté.
a calculator is providegbroctorsmust ensure that the devisgunctional hasworking

batteriesand that thestudents familiar and comfortable with how to uge Students

1/9/20 CSDE Assessment Guidelines 19| Page



https://ct.portal.airast.org/

1/9/20 CSDE Assessment Guidelines 20| Page

may not use calculatoesvailableon their phones, iPads, or other electronic device
Students may not share calculatddse pendi ng on the student
calculator types are permissible:

1 Grade 5 basic calculator
1 Grade 8and11- scientificor graphingcalculatos

Appendix A includes a list of approved calculators for tBennecticutSAT School
Daythat should be used as guidancetf@Grade 1INGSS Assessment

Security Requirements:
9 Calculators with keyboards and/or commuation functionality are NOT allowed

unl ess requested through a special doc¢

or 504 Plan

i Calculators cannot be shared between students during testing. Each student will
need to use either their own calculatort@ online calculator available through the
student interface.

1 Calculatos used during testing should be those used during instruction so they are
familiar to the students.

1 Talking calculators may be used by students velopiirethemper their IEP or 504
Plar; however, he TA must prevent distractions for other studesisg procedures
such as using the calculator with ear phonesstingethe student in a separate test
environment.

1 Test examiners must actively proctor to ensure that students are nssiagce
stored information on the calculator.

Scratch Paper/White board with Marker
Scratch paper to make notes, write computations, or record responses may be made
available.Plain paper lined paper or graph papemay be used for ELAmath or

science Graph paper is required beginning in sixth grimévlathandmaybe used on

all sections of thanath assessment8. whiteboard witha marker may be used as
scratch paper. As long as the construct being measured is not impacted, assistive
technology devicesincluding lowtech assistive technology (Math Window), are
permitted to make notes. The assistive technology device needs to be consistent with
the child's IEP or 50#lan Internetaccess must be disabled on assistive technology
devices.

i. Computer Adapte Test(CAT): All scratch paper must be collected and securely
destroyed at the end of each CAT assessment session to maintain test security. All noteg
on whiteboards or assistive technology devices must be erased at the end of each CAT]
session.

ii. MathPerfamance Task&T): If a student needs tmmpletehemathperformance

task over multiple sessionscratch paper, whiteboards, and/or assistive technology
devices may be collected at the end of each session, securely stored, and made availabl
to the stuént at the next performance task testing session. Once the student completes
the performance task, the scratch paper must be collected and securely destroyed
whiteboards should be erased, and notes on assistive technology deasssk ter

1]
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maintain testecurity.

C.DESI GNATED SUPPORTS

What Are Designated Supports?
Designated supports are thasecessibilityfeatures available for use layy studentfor whom

the need has been indicated by an educator (or team of educators with parent/guardian and student).

If these supports are selected for use on statewide assessments, they should also be consistently

embedded and accessed i n Itiswrecomamendedehatta dossisient s t
processn each districbe used to determine these suppfmtsndividual students. All educators
making these decisions should be traird their School or District Administratoin this
determinatiorprocessand should be made aware of the raagd typesf designated supports
available.Two general types ofasignated supports aidentified digitally-embedded and nen
embedded.

Designated supports need to be identified prior to assessment administration. Embedded and nor
embedded gqaports must be entered intdDE. Any nonembedded designated supports must be
acquired prior to testingiith the assumption the student is using it dunrggruction

Who Makes Decisions About Designated Supports?

Informed adultdamiliar with the studerds strengths and areas of comcmake decisions about
designated supports. |l deally, the decisions
characteristicsand supports thathave benefitedhe studentduring instruction and for other
assessmentfarent andtadent inputinto thedecisionprocessparticularly for oldeistudents, is

also recommended.

1) EMBEDDED DESIGNATED SUPPORTS

a. Color Contrast
Enables students to adjust screen background or font color, based on student needs or
preferences. This may include reversing th@isofor the entire interface or choosing

the color of font and backgrounBlack on White YEIReIa W= Medium Gray on
Light Gray, EXNEYSIAand BiEGKGNRGSE

b. llustrati on Glossary (Math)
lllustration glossaries aretgpe ofembeddedanguage supporh which picturesare
provided for selected constructelevant term®on themathassessmentllustrations

for these terms appear on the computer screen when students select them. Students with

the illustration glossary setting enabled can stdjlne size of the illustration and move
it around the screeithe illustrationand Englishglossary came combinedf needed.

Additionally, illustration glossaries may benefit students who are advancing toward
English language proficiency (including n&hs, ELs, and ELs with disabilitieghd

for languags not available for translatiomhis support may helgtudents who are deaf

or hard of hearing but who are not proficient in American Sign Language (ASL).

The use of this support may result in the student needing additional overall time to

1/9/20 CSDE Assessment Guidelines 21| Page

ru


https://ct.portal.airast.org/

complete the assessmeNbte: for the 2020 spring administration, students using this
support will be provided an onlig, fixedmath assessment.

Masking

Masking involves blocking off content that is not of immediate need or that may be
distracting to the student. Students are able to focus their attention on a specific part of
a test item by rasking.Masking allows students to hide and reveal individual answer
options, as well aagnd the context menu

Mouse Pointer (Size &Color)

This embedded support allows the mouse pointer to be set to a largandfiador

the colorof the mouse pointeto be changedlf a student uses this feature for
instructional purposeshe District Administrator (DA) shouldcontact the CSDEo
activatethis embeddedlesignatedupport.This designated support requires the need
for active proctoring and assistanae the student when responding to items with
graphics.

Print Size Online

Printsize onlineallows the bnt siz viewedby thestudent in the Test DeliveryStem

to be preset for the entire test. THesignated suppoig generallymostbeneficialfor
stucents withvisual disabilities.Selections are entered in the TIDE system prior to
testing.

Smarter Balanced & NGSS Connecticut Alternate Assessment
Levels Magnification Font Size Levels Magnification Font Size
LO-default 1X 14 LO-default 1X 18
L1 1.5X 21 L1 1.5X 27
L2 1.75X 24.5 L2 1.75X 31.5
L3 2.5X 35 L3 2.5X 45
L4 3X 42 L4 3X 54
L5 5X 70 LS 5X 90
L6 10X 140 L6 10X 180
L7 15X 210 L7 15X 270
L8 20X 280 L8 20X 360
f. Streamline

1/9/20 CSDE Assessment Guidelines

Thisfeature allows any tesb be presented without a sgitreen. Items are presented
sequentially below the stimuli.

Text-to-Speech(Math and Science, Stimuli &ltems), (ELA Items NOT Reading
Passagekp

Allows text to be readaloud to the student via embedded #Exspeech(TTS)
technology. The student is alidecontrol the speeds well as raise or lower the volume
of the voice via a volume controllextto-speech is availablas an embedded
designated suppaitr science math, and ELA itemgnot for ELA reading passages
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2)

which is available to eligible students with an active IEP or 504 Planas an
embedded accommodation).

Textto-speechis available only in Englisfor Smarter Balanced math and Eitdms

while textto-speech on the NGSIS available in both English and Spanisior this
feature to workn Spanish boththe Spanish Presentation (Toggle) for NGSS #red
speechto-speechfor NGSSmust beactivated in TIDE

Turn off any Universal Accessibility Tool

Allows for the dsablingof any universal tool that might be distracting or that students
do rot need to use, or are unable to &edents who are eastlystractedwhether or

not designated as having attention difficulties or disabilities) may be overwhelmed by
some of the universal tools.

NON-EMBEDDED DESIGNATED SUPPORTS

Amplification
The stwlent adjusts the volume conb | beyond t h-en settiogspsing er 6
headphones or other nembedded devices.

Color Contrast

This support equiresthe Special Documented AccommodatiBrint on Demand
feature and allowthe test content of onlingemsto be printed with different colors.
Students with attention difficulties may need this support for viewing the test when
digitally-provided color contrasts do not meet their needs. Some students with visual
impairments or other print disabilitiee¢luding learning disabilities) also may need
this support. Choice of colors should dmnsistent with the color the student accesses
during instruction

Color Overlay

Color transparencies are placed over a papevided assessmentStudents with
attenton difficulties may need this support to view test content. This support also may
be needed by some students with visual impairments or other print disabilities
(including learning disabilities)The color overlay equiresthe Special Documented
Accommodaibn, Print on Demand or a Large Print Test Book(@hoice of color
should be informed by evidence oduring hos
instruction

Magnification

The size of specific areas of the screen (e.g., text, formulas, tablebicgragnd
navigation buttons) may be adjusted by the student with an assistive technology device.
Magnification allows increasing the size to a level not provided for by the Zoom
universal toolStudents uskto viewing enlarged texigraphics, or navigain buttons

may need magnification to comfortably view content. This supportatsmymneet the

needs of students with visual impairments and other print disabilities. The use of this
designated support may result in the student needing additional overalltdi
complete the assessment.
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e. Noise Buffer
Ear mufflers, white noise, whisper phone, and/or otheipenentmay beused to block
external sounds.A student (not groups of students) wears equipment to reduce
environmental noises. Students nu@g theseupports if they areegularly usedluring
instruction Students who use noise buffers will need headphones unless tested
individually in a separate setting.

f. Read Aloud (Math and Science,Stimuli & Items), (ELA Items, NOT Reading
Passagekp
Text is read alodi to the student by a trained and qualified human reader who follows
the test administration manual, security proceduard theRead Aloud Guidelines
All or portionsof the content may be read alouttpending on content arestudents
who are struggling readers may need assistance accessing the assessment by having all
or portions of the assessmgstcluding the reading passage=ad aloud. This support
also may beneeded by students with readirejated disabilities, or by students who
are blind and do not yet have adequate braille skills. If not used regularly during
instruction, this support is likely to be confusing and may impede the performance on
assessmentfReaders must be provided to students on an individualibasiso a
group of students. A student should have the option of asking a reader to slow down or
repeat text. The use of this support may result in the student needing additional overall
time to @mplete the assessment ahd student will need to be tested in a separate
setting.A Read Aloud of the ELA Reading Passages may be available to students with
an IEP or 504 Plan through a Special DocumertedommodationRequest. See
AppendixC for more nformation.

g. Separate Setting
Students who are easily distractedwho may distract others ienvironments such as
in group testingmay need an alternate location to be able to take the assessment. The
separate setting may be in a different room thatallthem to work individually or
among a smaller group, or in the same rpbuat in a specific location (for example,
away from windows, doors, or pencil sharpeners, in a study carrel, with a whisper
phone, near the t each e rssioom).dSersekstudertsrmay n |t
benefit from being in an environment that allows for movement, such as being able to
walk around. In some instances, students may need to interact with instructional or test
content outside of school, such as in a hospital or theme. A specific adult,
employed by the school abtdined in a manner consistent with tresTAdministration
Manual (TAM), including security procedures may act as test proctor (test
administrator)or the student.Some designated supportsamcommalationsrequire
studens to be assessed individuallyhesestudentswould also require a separate
setting. Examples includgtudents accessing the Read Aloud designhated support or
accommodation, talking calculafar speecho-text.

h. Simplified Test Directions (Not Available for Science)
The test administrator simplieor paraphrases the test directions found in the test
administration manual according to tBenplified Test Directionguidelines.
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DADDI TI ONAL DESISGNAPITERTS FORSSTUDE

| DENTI FI ED ASS LEENAXRNESR S

Programs of English language instruction help students who are English learners acquire the
neessary spoken and written English skills.

Both bilingual and ESL programs provide language supports to make instruction in English
understandabl e. A bilingual education progr
English for instruction in conte areas, pursuant to Sectionlle of the C.G.S. while other types

of EL programs focus on developing English language proficiency across the content areas.

Many of thelanguage supports used in instructfon Englishlearnersare incorporatedh the
designatedsupports providesn the Smarter Balanced aN&GGSSAssessment&EnglishLearner
Designatedupports for testing must be entered IDE. The designated supports described below
are most beneficial tetudents identified as English learners (Bloformed adultsincluding

English learnereducatosh o ar e f ami |l i ar with the sniakedent
decisions abouthe provision of thesdesignated supportkike all designated suppt decisions,
the decisions arideallymade by all educators f amihcluding wi t

English language proficien@andsupportghathave benefitethe student duringnstruction and
for other assessmentBarent andtadentinput into thedecision procesparticularly for older
students, is also recommenddthe Embedded ad NonEmbedded Designated Supports for
English Learnerbrochureprovides a list of available options for Smarter Balanced and NGSS.

1) EMBEDDED DESIGNATED SUPPORTS FOR ENGLISH LEARNERS

a. Spanish Presentation lath, Stacked)
Stacked translations are a langeasupport available foselect Spanishliterate
students. In a stacked translation, the full translation of each math test item appears
above the original item in English. For students whose primary language is not English
and who use dual language sugpadn the classroonthe use of the stacked (dual
language) translation may be approprid@tas support should only be used for students
who are proficient readers Bpanishandwho arenot proficient in English. Students
mustparticipate in thestatewick assessmesategardless of thelanguageproficiency,
This support will increase reading load and cognitive load. The use of this support may
result in the student needing additional overall time to complete the assessment.

b. SpanishPresentation(Science,Toggle)

This Spanish presentation will allow thigerate Spanishspeaking student to toggle
between a full Spanish translation of the item and the English version of the item. By
default, all test directions, navigation buttons, and test content willdsented to the
student in the Spanish language. This designated support must be entered in the
Embedded Accommodatisne ct i on of t he st udwtmntides t e
Presentation (Designated Supports and Accommodatitaisjor Science. Select
Spanish toggle

c. Text-to-Speech(Science English (Default) and Spanish)
This support Bows text to be read to the student via embeddedttespeech (TTS)
technology. The student is able to control the speed, as well as raise or lower the volume
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of the voice via a volume contralext-to-speech in Spanish for NGSS functions when
both Spanish Presentation (Toggle) for NGSS tartito-speech forStimuli & Items
are selected from tfeGSSdrop-down menun TIDE.

d. Translations-Math (Glossary)
The translagd glossaries are provided in some languages for selected coenstruct
irrelevant terms for math. Translations for these terms appear on the computer screen
when students click on them. Students may also select the audio icon next to the
glossary term and lisn to the audioacording of the glossary. This DesignategbSort
is intended as a language support for students who inaited English language skills
whether or not they armlentified in PSISas ELs or ELs with disabilitiesThese
studentsmay use e translation glossary for specific math items. The use of this
support may result in the student needing additional overall time to complete the
assessmentanguages currently supportéd Translation Glossar§includesaudio):
Arabic; Burmese, Cantonae; Filipino (Tagalog & llokano); Hmong; Korean;
Mandarin; Punjabi; Russian,;Somali; Spanish;Ukrainian; andVietnamese

The illustration glossarymay benefit students who are advancing toward English
language proficienclgut for whose primary spokdanguages notanavailableoption

for translation(see available leguages above)Nith the intention to function as a
language support for selected constiu@levant terms for mathilustrations for thes
terms appear on the computer screen when students select them. Students with the
illustration glossary setting enabled can adjust the size of the illustration and move it
around the screen.

Moreinformationisincludedin TranslationGlossary) Embeddeddesignated&upport
brochure.

2) NON-EMBEDDED DESIGNATED SUPPORTS FOR ENGLISH LEARNERS

a. Bilingual Dictionary (Science ONLY)
A bilingual/dual language wortb-word dictionarymay be an appropriate language
support br students whose primary language is not English and who use dysdgn
supports in the classroorStudents participate in the assessment réggdf the
Englishlanguageproficiency The use of this support may result in the student needing
additional overall time to complete the assessm8ainple Woreto-Word Bilingual
Dictionary provides potential resources farord-to-word dictionaries kowed on
Connecticutds statewide assessments.

b. Native Language Reader Directions OnlyScienceONLY)
All test directions may be read and clarifiedinEnglsm t he st uden,t 6s
for EL students who have been identified as needing this sugpaoncertified or
certified staff person may administer tdissignated support

c. Read Aloud in Spanish(Math, Sciencé
When a student cannot accéss embeddetext-to-speechaqualifiedtest reader can
provide an oral presentation of the assessteanto an eligible student. Given thhet
student depends on the test reader to read the test questions accurately, pronounce
words correctly, and speak in a clear voice throughout thethesiest reader must be
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trained and must follow th&uidelines for Spanish Read Aloud, Test Readlbe

guiding principle in reading aloud is to ensure that the student has access to test content
On Smarter Balanced Asssments, test readers in Spanish are allowable across all
grades as a designated support for mathematidshe NGSSAs a considerationf i

this support is natsed regularly during instructioi s likely to be confusing and may
impede the performaeoon assessments. A student should have the option of asking a
reader to slow down or repeat teXhe use of this support may result in the student
needing additional overall time to complete the assessment and the student will need to
be tested in a sepe setting.

. Translation Glossary (Math) (Provided by test vendor ONLY for Large Print
Paper/Pencil AssessmentClassroom materials MAY NOT be sed)

Translated glossaries are a language support. Translated glossaries are provided for
selected construdtrelevantmathterms Glossary terms are listed by item and inelud

the English term and its translated equivalent. Students who have limited English
language skills can use the translation glossary for specific items. The use of this
support may result in the student needing additional overall time to complete the
assesment.

Languages currently supported folon-Embedded Translatioridath (Glossary)
include: lllustrative Glossary,Arabic; Burmese,Cantonese; Filipino (Tagalog &
llokano); Hmong;Korean; Mandarin; PunjabiRussianSomali;Spanish; Ukrainian;
andVietnamese

. Translated Test Directions(ELA and Math ; Not Available for Science)

A PDF of directions translated in each of the languages currently supfmrkatylish
language arts and maith available A bilingual adult reads tthe student orif the
student is literate in the seted languagehey may read the directions independently.
Students who have limited English language skills (whether adantified asEL or

EL with disabilities) can use the translated test directions. The use of this support may
result in the studemteeding additional overall time to complete the assessaewell

as a separate setting.

Languages currently supported for the NembeddedTranslation Test Directions
include:Arabic, BurmeseCantonesgDakota Filipino (Tagalog & llokano) French
Haitian-Creole Hmong Japanesg Korean Lakotg Mandarin Punjabi Russian
Somalj Spanish;Ukrainian; Viethamesgand YLp i&.



https://portal.smarterbalanced.org/library/en/read-aloud-guidelines-in-spanish.pdf
https://ct.portal.airast.org/resources/translated-test-directions/
https://ct.portal.airast.org/resources/translated-test-directions/
http://ct.portal.airast.org/wp-content/uploads/2015/02/TestAdministrationDirections_Arabic.pdf
http://ct.portal.airast.org/wp-content/uploads/2015/02/TestAdministrationDirections_Cantonese.pdf
http://ct.portal.airast.org/wp-content/uploads/2015/02/TestAdministrationDirections_Dakota.pdf
http://ct.portal.airast.org/wp-content/uploads/2015/02/TestAdministrationDirections_Filipino_Tagalog_Ilokano.pdf
http://ct.portal.airast.org/wp-content/uploads/2015/02/TestAdministrationDirections_French.pdf
http://ct.portal.airast.org/wp-content/uploads/2015/02/TestAdministrationDirections_HaitianCreole.pdf
http://ct.portal.airast.org/wp-content/uploads/2015/02/TestAdministrationDirections_Hmong.pdf
http://ct.portal.airast.org/wp-content/uploads/2015/02/TestAdministrationDirections_Japanese.pdf
http://ct.portal.airast.org/wp-content/uploads/2015/02/TestAdministrationDirections_Korean.pdf
http://ct.portal.airast.org/wp-content/uploads/2015/02/TestAdministrationDirections_Lakota.pdf
http://ct.portal.airast.org/wp-content/uploads/2015/02/TestAdministrationDirections_Mandarin.pdf
http://ct.portal.airast.org/wp-content/uploads/2015/02/TestAdministrationDirections_Punjabi.pdf
http://ct.portal.airast.org/wp-content/uploads/2015/02/TestAdministrationDirections_Russian.pdf
http://ct.portal.airast.org/wp-content/uploads/2015/02/TestAdministrationDirections_Somali.pdf
http://ct.portal.airast.org/wp-content/uploads/2015/02/TestAdministrationDirections_Ukrainian.pdf
http://ct.portal.airast.org/wp-content/uploads/2015/02/TestAdministrationDirections_Vietnamese.pdf
http://ct.portal.airast.org/wp-content/uploads/2015/02/TestAdministrationDirections_Yupik.pdf

VII . GUI DELI NES FOR MAKI NG(
ABOUAICCOMMODATI OSSAFBWI D
TESTI NG

I n this document, the term fit epsesentaiencrespomsed at|i

and other areas during test administratioat provide equitable access during the assessment for
students with disabilities. These accommodations should not affect how scores are interpreted
Changes in test content generally are consi
changes in test administration or content such that the resulting test scores cannot be interpreted it
the same way as scores from the original test administered in the standard manner.

{1 Presentation Supports and Accommodations Allow students to access infoation
in ways that do not require them to visually read standard print. These alternate n
of access are auditory, multisensory, tactile, and visual.

1 Response Supports and Accommodations Allow students to complete activities
assignments, and assessts in different ways, or to solve or organize problems us
some type of assistive device or organizer.

1 Other Supports and Accommodations- Allow students the use of neembedded
materials or devices.

A.GENERAL | NFORAMBAOUTONACCOMMODATI ON

Both corstitutional and statutory laws have shaped policy regarding the testing of students with
disabilities. The 1th Amendment to the U.S. Constitution is viewed as being particularly relevant
to assessment issues. Specifically, the 14th Amendment guarantakgretgction under the law
which, in the educational domain, translates into a guarantee of equal educational opportunity.
Section 504 of the Rehabilitation Act of 1973 and the Americans with Disabilities Act of 1990 are
civil rights statutes that prohttdiscrimination and guarantee access and equity. Together, these
acts entitle students with disabilities to participate in, and receive the benefits to be derived from,
statewide testing efforts.

Accommodations provided to a student during statewidengeshust be accommodations
providedduringclassroom instruction and other assessments given throughout the school year. It
is critical to note that although some accommodations may be appropriate for instructional use,
they may not be appropriate for use a standardized assessment. There may be consequences
(e. g., invalidating a studentds test scor e
assessments. It is very important for educators to become familiar with state policies regarding
accommodatns during statewide assessments.

(@)

d e |
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Typically, accommodation use does not begin and end in school. Students who use
accommodations will generally need them at home, in the community, in postsecondary education
and at work. Accommodations for instruction @assessment should be integrally intertwined.

Accommodations for test administration are provided to allow students with disabilities the
opportunity to demonstrate their aptitude and achievement in testing situations rather than reflect
their impairmentsAlthough test accommodations provide students with an equal opportunity to
demonstrate their skills and knowledge, they do not guarantee egt@mes. Again, an
appropriate or reasonable accommodation should not interfere with the use of interpoétation

st ude nt Acsomsadations fer.testing in Smarter Balanced @S Smust beenteredn

TIDE, while a&ccommodations faothe ConnecticutSAT School Day are requestbeg theServices

for Students with BHabilities (SSD Coordinator the designatedperson in a schoofor
coordinating all activities around accommodatjotisough theCo |l | ege Boar dos
Students witlDisabilities (SSD) online system

BWHO MAY RECECOMM@DATI ONS?

1) Students Who Receive Special Education Services
Accommodations are available for the Smarter Balgd&&8S, @nnecticutSAT School
Day, and ConnecticutAlternate AssessmentsThe studet 6 s | EP must s p
accommodationswill be used during testingand should generally reflect similar
accommodations needed for instruction. The decisions regarding accommodations are
made by thePPT membersand should noteflect individuatteacherdecisions made
immediately before or during testdministration. These accommodations should be
recommended by a student dGhe PRTarerobers, rarstiet i n
rationale for the decisiens houl d be document ed I n t h
accommodations are also documerite@IDE (for the Smarter Balanced and NGS&)
Col |l ege Boar dfda she GriéerticstSAT Sohanl Day. Accommodations
indicated in a studentés | EP ar end @TA8vi d ¢
within the testand do not need to be indicated in TIDE

Allowable accommodations for special education studpatticipating in theSmarter
Balanced and NGS&re outlingl in this section $ection VI), while accommodations
related to the&€onnecticutSAT SchoolDay are outlined in Section VIII.

2) Students ldentified as DisabledJnder Section 504 of the Rehabilitation Act of 1973
Accommodations are available for the Smarter Baland&SS, and GnnecticutSAT
School DayAssessments T h e s t Rah ewustis@eéy which @ccommodations will
be used during testing and should generally reflect similar accommodations needed for
instruction The decisions regarding accommodations are made by the 504 planning team
and should nateflectindividuatteacher decisions madmmediately before or during test

administration. These accommodations sho
consultationthe 504 planning teamand the rationale for the decision should be
document ed i n Rlamé&hess aacanenotans siustheddcumented in

TIDE(for the Smarter Bal anced and NGSS) ,
ConnecticutSAT School Dayprior to testing

ec

C O
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Allowable accommodations for studentsth 504 Plans participating in the Smarter
Balanced and NGS&re outline in this sectionSéction VI), while accommodations
related to the€€onnecticuSAT School Day are outlined in Section VIIl.

3) Students Identified as English Learners with Disabilities
Accommodations are available for the Smarter Balamd&6S andtheConnecticut SAT
SchoolDay forastudenwho isan English learnesind also identified as a student with
a disability. These students would requie active IEP or 504 Pladpcumenting their
needs for instruction and assessment as an Englisleteand as well as a student with
disabilities. Accommodations should generally reflect similar accommodations needed for
instruction and be documented in the IEP or 504 Plan.

4) Students with Temporary Disabling Conditions - Broken Fingers, Arms, Shoulders,
or Concussionsetc.
A student who is injured (broken arms, shoulder, fingemnscussios, etc.) in the days just
before or during test administration has a temporary disabilitynazandbe eligible for
accommodations under Section 504 of the Rehabilitaiict of 1973. This determination
of temporary disability is made by a 504 planning team at a meeting in which the injury is
documented, the student is determined eligible for Section 504 status, and a plan is
developed outlining the accommodations neagsfaany, for the student to participate in
instructional activities and the statewide assessment. Once identified as eligible for Section
504 status, students with broken fingers, arms, sha@jlmeconcussionstc., are allowed
to use a variety of @ommodations. In many casekelaying testing until later in the test
window allows the swelling to go down sufficiently so that the students can still type
responses in spite of a cast, splint, etc. In other instances, as the students become adjuste
or aclimated to a cast, splint, etc., they find creative ways to perform routine tasks,
including providing a typed response on the tieséxceptional circumstance$iere may
be a student whose temporary disabilities are such that the allowable suppbrts an
accommodations listed inithdocumenmay not be sufficient to
needs for the summative assessment. In these ¢heeBjstrict Administrator should
contact théPerformance Officat 860713-686Q

CALLOWABAEGCOMMODATI ONSPHGRAL EDUCAT
AND 504 STUDENTS

All studentstaking the Smarter BalanceshdNGSSsummativeassessmestre allowedhe use

of various accessibility tool®oth embedded and neembeddedwvhen appropriate for theontent
areatest they are taking. Alstudents are also alloweatcess to designated supports if a
determination has been pmildlathis $ectionacgdmmadatisns u d e
are discussetthatare allowed only for students with disabilities with an IEP or SectiorP4

Eligible students participating in the Connecticut Alternate Assess(@dmA) for English
language arts and math, as well as @@nnecticutAlternate Science(CTAS) should use
accommodations described in their IBRvided by the trained TEA in accordane with the
appropriate testing manydhe Directionsfor Test Administration documentandthe required
annuattraining.

1/9/20 CSDE Assessment Guidelines 30| Page

d

nt



1) EmbeddedAccommodations for Students with Disabilitiesor a 504 Plan

a. American Sign LanguageVideo (ELA -Listening, Math) (Grades 38) (Not
available for Science)
Test contenin Smarter Balanced Assessngei#t translated into an American Sign
Language (ASL) video. The ASL human signer and the signed test content are viewed
on the same screen. Students may view portions of the ASh agleften as needed.
Some students who are deaf or hard of heaand who typically use ASlmay need
this accommodation when accessing 4exsed content in the assessment. The use of
this accommodation may result in the student needing additionadliotiene to
complete the assessment. For many studeindsare deaf or hard of hearing, viewing
signs is the only way to access information presented orally. It is important to note,
however, that some students who are hard of hearing will be able to iste
information presented orally if provided with appropriate amplification and a setting in
which extraneous sounds do not interfere with clear presentation of the audio
presentation in a listening test.

b. Braille (e.g., Refreshable Braille, Braille Enbosser)(Grades 38)
Accesdo braille, in conjunction with other technologigs available through the online
Test Delivery System when Permissi® de i s set to YES in
Settings in TIDE. Technology, such a&freshabléoraille devicesor the use of a braille
embosseris avdlable on the Smarter Balancatid NGSSAssessmentor students
who usethem View this videofor more information on using braille as an embedded
accommodation

Refreshable braille is an electronic device tthigplaystext in braille by means of

movable fApinso that form braille |l etter
betwea 12 aml 80 braille cells that will be read tactually, then the next line of braille
will appear.

Braille Embosseprovidesthe graphic material (e.g., maps, charts, graphs, diagrams,
and illustrations) in a raised format (paper or thermoform).

The folowing Braille presentationare availableas an embedded accommodation

Math ELA Science
1 EBAE Contracted+ Nemeth Math | ! EBAE Contracted 1 UEB Contracted+ Nemeth
1 EBAE Uncontracted+ Nemeth 1 EBAE Uncontracted

Math
1 UEB Contracted+ Nemeth Math 1 UEB Contracted(No Math Content)

1 UEB Uncontracted+ Nemeth Math | ¢ UEB Uncontracted(No Math
Content)

1 UEB Contracted+ UEB Math
1 UEB Uncontracted+ UEB Math

As a reminder, Permissive mode must be indicated within the TIDE system to duse
accommodation.

More information is availaklin these documentgechnical Specifications Manual for
Online TestingandBraille Requirements and Testing Manual
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c. Braille Transcript (ELA Listening PassagesjGrades 38)
A braille transcript of the closed captionirggavailablefor the listening passag®f
the ELA assessmeitt the following braille codes

1 English Braille, American EditiorEBAE) uncontractegdand

1 EBAE contractedNote that this presentation of Braille will be phased and
no longer available othe Smarter BalacedAssessments beginning in @20
21 school year)

d. Closed Captioningfor ELA Listening (Grades 38)
This accommodation provides printed English text on the computer screen while audio
materials are presented. Students who are deaf or hard of heatingha typically
access information presentedan auditoryformat by reading words that appear in
synchrony with the audjanay benefit from this accommodation.

e. Text-to-Speech for ELA Reading Passagd&rades 38)
This accommodation allows the readipgssageso be read aloud to the student via
embedded texto-speech technologylhis accommodation isnty for students in
Grades3-8 with a documented print disalbylj or for blind studentsvho do not yet
have adequate braille skilldnformation on skecting this accommodation for
appropriate students fund in Guidelines for Choosing Texb-Speebt or Read
Aloud for Smarter Balancedext-to-speech for ELA reading passages is not available
for Englishlearnerqunless theéEL student has an IEP or 5@®&an documenting this
needed accommodatipn The textto-speech for ELA reading passages
accommodton is intended for a small group of students. T@8920 Decision
Guidelines forText-to-Speechof the SmarteBalanced ELA Reading Passagesst
be submitte@lectronicallyto the CSDEprior to testingor each student being provided
this accommodation. Whetext-to-speech is used, appropriate headphones must be
available to the student, unless the student isdesdividually in a separate setting.

2) Non-EmbeddedAccommodations for Students with Disabilitiesor a 504 Plan

a. 100s Number Tableg(Math Grades 48)
A paperbased table listing numbers frorl@Q0is available from Smarter Balanced for
reference Students uth visual processingor spatial perception needsay find this
beneficial, as documented in their IEP or 384n The 100s Numbefablecan be
accessed here or onidlstudent resource pagd the Connecticut Comprehensive
Assessment PrograRortal

b. Abacus(Math)
This tool may be used in place of scratch paper for students who typically use an abacus
during instruction as documented Thisn t H
accommodation is only avable for the Smarter BalancedahematicAssessment

c. Alternate Response OptiongSmarter Balanced and NGSS)
Alternate response options inclydrit are not limited toadapted keyboards, large
keyboards, StickyKeys, MouseKeys, FilterKeys, adapted mouse, touch screen, head
wand, and switches. Students with some @ayslisabilities (including both fine motor
and gross motor skills) may need to use the alternate response options accommodation
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https://ct.portal.airast.org/resources/student-materials/
https://ct.portal.airast.org/

to access the Smarter Balancggsessmestand NGSS Some alternate response
options are external devices that must be pluggednd be compatible with the
assessment delivery platform. Therefates very important to use the devices with

the Smarter Balanced Practice Site to ensure compatibility and provide more familiarity
for testing for the student. Permissive mode mashticated within the TIDE system

to access this accommodatidrhese accommodations would be documented in the
studend HEEP or Section 504 Plan.

Braille Booklet (ELA, Math , and Sciencé

This accommodation is a fixddrm testbooklet that provideall content inbraille. It
is typically used by students who have visual disabilities. Contractexharontracted
forms may be selecte8ee TIDE Test Settings for optiomote that EBAE contracted
and uncontracted will not be available on the Smarter BathAssessments NGSS
after the2020-21 school year.

Braille is available in the following presentations

Math ELA Science
1 EBAE Contracted+ Nemeth Math | ¢ EBAE Contracted 1 UEB Contracted+ Nemeth
1 EBAE Uncontracted+ Nemeth 1 EBAE Uncontracted

Math

1 UEB Contracted+ Nemeth Math 1 UEB Contracted(No Math Content)

1 UEB Uncontracted+ Nemeth Math | * UEB Uncontracted(No Math

Content)

1 UEB Contracted+ UEB Math

1 UEB Uncontracted+ UEB Math

e. Large Print Booklet

This accommodation is a fixddrm testbooklet that provides enlarged content. It is
typically used by students who have visual disabiliti&udents using this
accommodation will not have access to the adaptive version of the assemsinesy
requireadditional time for the assessnt.These students are typically supported with
Large Rint or visual supportdocumentedn their IEP or Section 504 Plan.

Multiplication Table (Math Grades4-8)

A paperbased single digit (2) Multiplication Tableis available for students Brades

4-8 for the Smarter BalancedlathematicsAssessment. This tool may be used for
reference by students with an IEP or 5B¥an documenting the need for this
acommodation. These students typically demonstrate a persistent calculation
disability (i.e., dyscalculia)

g. SpecializedCalculator (Math Grade 6-8 for Calculator -Allowed Items Only;

Science Grades 5, 8, & 11

A gpecialized calculator (Braille/Talking Calcultor) is typically used during
instruction for students who al#ind. A specialized calculator may also be used for
those students who accesdculatos with assistive technology devices

Care must be taken to ONLY proe it for the Smarter Balanced alematics
calculatorallowed items in Grades-& Additionally, the test administratamust
prevent distractions for other students using procedures such as using the calculator
with ear phones or testing the student in a separate test environment.

The speialized calculator is available as needed for NGSS items in Grades 5, 8, and
11

1/9/20 CSDE Assessment Guidelines 33| Page



http://airastct.solodev.net/core/fileparse.php/51/urlt/MULTIPLICATION-TABLE-1-9.pdf

Speechto-Text (e.g.,Dragon Naturally Speaking)

The speecito-text or voicerecognition softwae accommodation allows students to

use their voices as input devices to the computer, to dictate responsgse
commands (e.g., opening application programdlingudown menus, and saving
work). Students use their own assistive technology dewdgsh generally include a
microphone and headphonéeBypically, students who have motor or processing
disabilities (such as dyslexia) use this accommodation andtfbeheficial. Students

need to be familiar with the software, and have had many opportunities to use it during
instruction. Speeclo-text software requires that students know writing conventions
and that they have the review and editing skills jthespeience with this
accommodation prior to testing is essential. When students use their own assistive
technology devices, all assessment content must be deleted from these devices afte

testing for security purposes.

Whenvoice recognitionsoftware such a DragonNaturally Speakings downloaded
to a computer and used as a standatbaeiscompatible with the secure online Test
Delivery System it can be accessed as an embedded accommodatoallow
functionality with the Test Delivery SysterRermissve modemust beactivatedin
TIDE. Few items on the Smarter Balanced math and Ek#essmenequire the need
for typing, thereforethis accommodation may not be nedébr some students.

While some applications for thgpeechto-text (STT) accommodatioare compatible
with the AIR Secure Browser and Test Delivery Systerany are not depeling upon
the testing platform, manufacturer, tB&€T application, version updatemd security

considerationsTherefore, the CSDE strongly encourages districtsstdte t he st

STT application with the secure practice test each yeair to testing.

Refer to theSpeecho-Text Brochureas it provides optins and procedures,
particularly if software is incompatible with the Secure Student Interface.

DACCOMMODATIRENRQII RI NG A DBEWMENT ED

ACCOMMODATIP&ENS3 TI ON

In exceptional circumstancetfjere may be a student whose disabilities are such that the

allowable accommodations listed in thssessment Guidelinegould be insufficient to

provide access to the Smarter Balanced Assessments, the NGSS, or the Connecticut SAT

School Day. In these cases, upon request, the District Administrator (DA) will bielguto
information regarding &etition for Approval of Special Documented Accommodatibins
following accommodations are @xples of those requirirggpetition for a special documented
accommodation.

a. Calculator (Non-Embedded) (Math Grades 68 for Calculator-Allowed Items
Only)
When the embeddddesmosCalculatoror specialized calculatas inaccessibldor a
studentparticipating on the Mathematics Assessmerihe provision of a handeld
calculator may be appropriate. This accommodation is ardifable for those math
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items that all ow the use of a calcul ato
calculator typesire permissible:

i Grade 6 basic calculator
1 Grades Aand8- scientific calculator

. Customized Accommodatios (Includes NonCompatible Speechto-Text

Applications)

In exceptional circumstancethiere may be a student whose disabilities are such that
the albwable accommodations listed in th&ssessment Guidelinesould be
insufficient to provide access to the Smarter Balanced Assessments, the NGSS, or the
Connecticut SAT School DayCustomized accommodations may be needed for
students who use STT softwareths incompatible with the secure Test Delivery
Interface.

The petition process includeslascription of the@eccommodatiofs) requested, the
submission of the IEP or Section 504 Riaswell as additional documented evidence
of thes t u d @isalility and experience with the accommodation during instruction

Human Signer for ELA, Math, and/or Science Iltems

This sign language accommodation for imarter Balanced and NG®3Ssessmest

allows a qualified test administrator to sign the test direcéod®r test content to a
student who is deaf or hard of hearirsfudents are tested individually and, if
necessary, a sign language interpreter may assist in test administration by providing
directions and clarifying information as allowed in 8raarter Bé&ancedand theNGSS
Test Examinero6s Manual s

. Human Signer for ELA Reading Passages (Grades®

TheHuman Signer for ELA Reading Passages sgya language accommodation for
theSmarter Balanced ELA Reading Passagjlesving a qualified test administratto

sign thereading passagds a student who is deaf or hard of heanmigh a print
disability. Students are tested individually and, if necessary, a sign language interpreter
may assist in test administration by providing directions and clarifyingnreton as
allowed in theSmarter Balanced e st Exami ner 6 s Manual

. Manipulatives (Math Grades 48)

Math manipulatives are availalde theSmarter Balanced Mathssessment® allow
eligible students to use concrete mathematical tools strategically t@rsuppir
decision making. Math manipulatives may be requested via the petition process for
students using this accommodation in daily instruction as indicated in their
Individualized Education Program (IEP) or Section 504 Plan. Students eligible for this
special documented accommodation are typically identified as students with visual
disabilities or mathrelated disabilities, such as dyscalculia, and are typically students
with Learning Disabilities, Autism, Visual Impairments, or Intellectual Disalslitie

The petitionapplication musinclude a description of the math manipulative@d in
instruction and assessmetite submission of the IEP or Section 504 Pénwell as
additional documented evidence of the matlated disability such asa recat

EducatimalPsychological evaluation &iathematicAssessments
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Upon approval, specific guidance will be provided about administering the math

assessment using this specific special documented accommodation. Guidance includes

but is not limited to,he requirement that the student

1 is tested separately from other students not using manipulatives during assessment;

1 uses manipulatives that are consistent with those used during instruction and that
the manipulatives are made available in an organizesenaand

1 independently selects and uses the manipulative(s) without teacher prompting or
direction.

The use of this special documented accommodation may require the student to be
provided additional time for participation in the Smarter Balamcesessngt.

Print on Demand

The print-on-demand accommodatidike the other accommodations included in this
sectionmay only be provided through thepecial Documented Accommodations
Petition ProcedureSome students with disabilities may need paper copieghafr e
passages/stimuli and/or items. A vemyall percentage destedstudents neethis
accommodation. The use of this accommodation may result in the student needing
additional time to complete the assessment. Permissive mode must be indicated within
the TIDE system to access this accommodad®access to a printer in close proximity

is requiredIf you think you have a student who may need this accommodation, please
contact Deirdre Ducharme or Janet Stuck at BEB6860.

. Read Aloud (ELA Reading PassgesGrades 3-8)

Thereadaoud accommodatiorfor ELA readingpassage$or students in Grades&
may only be provided through thsubmission of aSpecial Documented
Accommodations Petition.

Text is read alouth Englishto thestudenin a 1:1 test settoby a trained and qualified
human reader who follows th&uidelines for Read Aloud, Test Readad who has
submitted a signedRead Aloud Protocolfor Smarter Balanced Assessments
Security/Confidentiality Agreement Fordll or portions of the content may be read
aloud.Note: The platform for submitting this protocol opens on December 9, 2019.

Following approval from the CSDE, the teacher must electronically suthrait
Decision Guidelines foRead Aloudf the Smarter Balanced Reading Passguésr
to testingthe studentwith this accommodation.

. Scribe

The accommodation fahe provision of a scribe requirdbe SpecialDocumented
Accommodation®etitionprocedurdor students taking the Smarter Balanced or NGSS
Assessmentd eachers must be trained and complie&stribe Protocol provided by

the CSDE when the special accommodation tpetipermission has been approved
This accommodation allowsuslentsto dictate their responses to a qualified person
who records verbatim what they dictat€hese students may have significant
processing or motor difficulties requiring a scribe for lengégponses in instruction
and assessmenithis accommodation may result in the student needing additional time
to complete the assessment.
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i. Speechto-Text (Work Around Requiring a Scribe)
For students who need to access spéedbxt using a thirgparty applcation, refer to
the Speeckio-Text Brochureas it provides options and procedures, particularly if
software is incompatible with the Secure Studemerface. Complete and fax the
Customized Speedo-Text Accommodation Request for Smarter Balanced
Summative Assessmente 8607137033, along with Pagel, 8, and 11 of the
student és I ndividual Education Program

EENTERITNEGGRELATBEDPPORTS AND
ACCOMMODATI ONS

All designated supportandaccommodations recommended for studémt&rades 38 and 11,
identified as specia@ducation, Section 50&L, or EL with disabilitiesmust be enteredn TIDE
test settinggprior to testing.

Students in Grade 11 participating in the Connecticut SAT School Dajssessment who are
identified as a student with a disability and/or an Englik learner utilizing an accommodation
areenteredintotheCo |l | ege Boardés Services for Studen

For questions about the entry of testtings in TIDE the College BoardSSDonline systemor
the Data Entry Interfacecontact the Student Assessment Office at BEBB6860.

FSELECTI NG APHERBPRIDBESI GNAT RD SS ORP (
ACCOMMODATI ONS

Deriving useful and meaningful interpretations fretadent responses is a major goal of any
testing program. No designated support or accommodation should interfere with the accurate
interpretation of a score. Professional judgment and experience play important roles in any
decision concerning which supp@r accommodation is needed, the extent to which it is needed,
and for which studernit should be employed.isted below are some general guidelines for the
PPT, 504 teamor Englishlearner team to consider in determining designated supports or
accommodtions for testing each student.

T Does the designated support or accom
weakness, rather than the category of disability or language proficiency? (For exa
not all students with learning disabilities haeading problems and, therefore, not a
require that the math test be read to them.)

M Does the studentédés | EP or Section 504
during instructiof?

1 Does the student use this designated support or accommodagalarly during
classroom activities?
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1 Is the student sufficiently skilled to use this designated support or accommodation
ease or will it serve as an impediment? This question is especially pertinent w
considering the digital environment and thse wf technology or assistive technolog
devices. (For example, if a student is allowed to usettespeech, but has not
experienced a digital voice during classwork, this accommodation may hamper his
performance.)

71 Is the designated support or anumodation necessary for this child? (For example
student with a visual impairment who reads well may not need math problems re
him or her, but may require streamline view to better navigate enlarged text.)

G.EVI DENCE OF THER NSEUEPDP ORTS AND
ACCOMMODATIFOONRS STATEAMBSOEESSMENT S

During the Secial Documented AccommodationPetition Process, Assessment Eligibility
Processes opother Focus Monitoringactivities representatives from th€onnecticutState
Department of Educatidmave the abilityo view information related to instruction and assessment
thatincludes evidence related tmstruction and assessment, and student supports. Examples of
evidence include present levels of performance, goals and objectives, the provision of supports
comnunication or access supports and accommodatismsh as signing, use of assistive
techhology, read aloudr a scribeThis evidence is typically described within the IEPRaige 8,

within the Section 504 Plaand within the documentation of annual revsefor EnglisHearners

as well as other ate and district documentation.

Similarly students with significant cognitive disabilities participating in the Connecticut Alternate
AssessmenBystemtypically receiveextensivesupports and accommodations dgrinstruction.

Teachers also design their instruction to be more accessible through various strategies and
scaffolding.When test items were designied both alternate assessmetiisywere developed to
incorporate the typical scaffolding teachers previeyularly in their classroomd herefore, the
expectation for students participating in the alternate assessment system is for any accommodation
to be clearly defined within the IE#h Page 8andalso applied to the testing environment

HSPECI AL KEORNASTI EOR ASSEISMEN

1) StudentsWho are Present but Do Not Take the Test
Some students are present in school during the testing wjrmdavwor any number of
reasons do not take the test. These students may or may not have disalyiltimge
limited English proficiency.

Students with serious emotional and behaviooacern®ften are among the most difficult
to test. Even with suitablsupport andaccommodations and individual administration,
students sometimes refuse to be testedhecome agitateor disruptive to the point that
testing for tlesestudents is not appropriatéa student reaches thigoint, particularly

if the environment becomes unsafe for the student or othergsting must be stopped.
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2)

3)

4)
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Test Exami soetliné stratédiatar prapgaring and reassuring students prior to
test administration in an effort to reduce anxiety and promote full participation. There are
instances in which the student Arefuseso
head on the desk witbhbdisrupting other students.

Reluctant Students

In other situations, a student reluctantly begins the test and then becomes impatient or
frustrated, but does not disturb other student® test examiner should encourabe t
student to continue the te$he student may resume testing at a later tintéffarentday.

The student may decide to attempt the test later in the same session. The student will
receive a score based on the nemiif itemscompleted

StudentsWho Become Agitated or Disruptive

In those circumstances where the student becomes emotionally agitated and/or disruptive,
he or she should be promptly removed from the class if being tested in a group. If the
student is being tested individually, the student should be provided with a break. An
attempt should be made to reassure the student and continue testing. If, however, it is
apparent that the student cannot conti nu
test materialsor pause the testnd remove the student from the testisgtfor the time
remaining in the particular test period. If the studdoés not finish testingout has
attemptedo respond to some itemthe student will receive a score based on the number

of itemscompleted If the student did not attempt any itermpease refer the section titled
AStudent s WhButDANoéTakerthe Teét.n t

In all the examples provided, every reasonable effort should be made to encourage
the student to complete the tesbn which he or sheis working.

Accommodation Provision Error

A st uBERTis tespansible for determinirtge support(sjand/oraccommodationjsa
studenteceiving special education servis®uldhaveduring statewide testin@imilarly
a Section 504 team documents the necessary supports an accomraodasimalent
requires for instruction and assessment in the Section 504 Pian.to testingit is
essential that all proctors aaeare ofall supports andccommodationscluding assistive
technologythe studenshould receive for each of the subsektkewise, it is critical that

the teacher administering the test ensure that the supports and accommodations are

available and properly working at the time of testing. Teachers administering the Smarter
Balanced Assessments and NGSS will use the Testimsinator Interface to verify the
provision of these accommodations prior
teacher should contact the District Administrator immediately if there are any gsestion
about the accommodatisor suppors. Similarly, if a studentwith an IEP or section 504
Planwas not givertheir mandatedsuppor(s) andor accommodatiofs), or receiveda
supportandor accommodatiom error, the DA must be contacted immediately as this is a
serious breaciThe DA mustthencontactthe Performance Officenmediatelythrough the
appealprocess to ensure all students are tested accurabeyDA should also contact the
District Director of Special Education and the parent/guardigmen testing is
compromised due to a misadministratidraocommodations and/or assessment(s).

If a student refusebesupport(siccommodation(s) during testing, a district is encouraged
to documenthis refusalcommunicate as needed with the par@md, keeghis information
inthest udent 6 snayfbe imgortant Toh determining approprisgapports and

D




accommodations for this student in the future.

I. ADDI TI ONAL COINSONDERREL APRDVTOI NG
DESI GNATED SUWNRPORACGMMODATI ONSG DURI
ASSESSMENT

1) Planning for Test Day

Once decisions have besrade about providindesignated supports aadcommodations

to meet individual student needs, the logistics of providing the actual accommodations
during state and district assessments must be mapped out. It is not uncommon for members
of the PPT (most ofen special education teachetse be given the responsibility for
arranging, coordinatingand providing assessment accommodations for all students who
may need them. Thus, it is essential forRHT members to know and understand the
requirements and ceaquences of district and state assessments, including the use of
accommodations.lt is important to engage the appropriate personnel, including
paraprofessional$o plan the logistics and provisions of assessment accommodations on
test day. Prior to theay of a test, be certain that test coordinators and test examiners know
what accommodations each student will be using and how to administer them properly. For
example, test coordinators and test examiners need to know which stodgmisedkxtra

time b complete the tesso that separate test settings may be arranged for those students.
Staff administering accommodations, such as reading to a student, must adhere to the
specific guidelines in this document so that student scores are valid.

2) Administering Assessmentwith Accommodations

State and local laws and policies specify practices to assure test security and the
standardized and ethical administration of assessmentsobedinators, test examiners

and all staffmemberdnvolved in test admintsation must adhere to these policies. The
Code of Professional Responsibilities in Educational Measurement (NCME ! 5888}

that test examiners and others involved in assessments must

1 take appropriate security precautions before, during, and h&exdministration
of the assessment;

1 understand the procedures needed to administer the assessment p
administration;

1 administer standardized assessments according to prescribed procedur
conditions and notify appropriate persoal if any nonsandard or delimiting
conditions occur;

1 awid any conditions in the conduct of the assessment that might invalidat
results;

I National Council on Measurement in Educati¢i®95. Code of Professional Responsibilities in Educational
MeasurementWashington, DC: Author.
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1 provide for and document all reasonable and allowable accommodations ft
administration of the assessmenstaodentswvith disabilities or special needs; an

1 avoid actions or conditions that would permit or encourage individuals or gr
to receive scores that misrepresent their actual levels of attainment.

Failure to adhere to these practices may constitute a test irrggolaa breach of test
security and must be reported immediately to Beeformanc®©ffice at860-713-6860and
investigated accding to state testing policies.

3) Ethical Testing Practices

Ethical testing practices must be maintained during the admirostratia test. Unethical
testing practices relate to inappropriate interactions between test examiners and students
taking the testandinclude changing the content by paraphrasing or offering additional
information, coaching students during testing, adistudent responses giving clues in

any way.

4) Standardization

Standardizationis the adherence to uniform administration procedures and conditions
during an assessnterwhich is an essential feature of educational assessmamisis
necessary to prode comparable information about student learning. Strict adherence to
guidelines detailing instructions and procedures for the administration of accommodations
IS necessary to ensutettest results reflect actustudent learning.

5) Test Security
Test searity refers tomaintainng the confidentiality of test questions and answers, and is

critical in ensuring the integrity and validity of a test. Test security can become an issue
when accessible test formats are used (brgille, large print) or when smeone other

than the student is allowed to see the test (e.qg., interpreter, rdadensure test security

and confidentiali, test administrators need tb) keep testing materials in a secure place

to prevent unauthorized accegy keep all test cdant confidential and refrain from
sharing information or revealing test content with anyamal 3) reton all materials as
instructed.

6) Connecticutds Test Security Policy

The NGSSand Smarter BalancefAssessmentthe Connecticut SABchool Day and the
Connecticut Alternate Assessment Systemmanistration manuals contain specific
instructions that proctors must follow to ensure security and validigrefore, it iessential

that each dst examiner review the test administration manual for assesspnemt$o
administering any part of the Connectistatewide assessmert8olation of test security is

a serious matter with faeaching consequences. Breaches of test security include, but are
not limited to, photographinglfopying of test materials, failg to return test materials,
coaching student s, giving students answe
may | ead to the invalidation of an entire
test system statewide, and legation against the individualcommitting the breach. A
breach of test security may be dealt with as a violation of the Code of Professional
Responsibility for Teachers, as well as a violation of other pertinent state and federal law and
regulation. The Connedctt State Department of Education will investigate all such matters
and pursue appropriate follewp action. Any person found to have breached the security of
the test system may be subject to sanctions including, but not limited to, disciplinary action

']

r
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by a local board of education, the revocation of Connecticut teaching certificgtithre b
ConnecticutState Board of Educatiosge Section 2@45b(m) of the Connecticut General
Statute and civil liability pursuant to federal copyright law.
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VIll. DESCRIPTION OF THE CONNECTICUT
SAT SCHOOL DAY ACCOMMODATIONSAND
SUPPORTS

A.GENERAL | NFORAVBAOUMTIHNE CONNECTI CUT
SCHOOL DAY

The Connecticut SAT School Dayrovided throughCollege Boardin partnership with the
CSDE,is the required state assessmentiathematics and ELA for all public school students in
Grade 11 except those special education students with significant cognitive disabilitie®@tho
eligibility criteria to participate in th€onnecticut Alternatdssessment System

B.ELI GI BIFLARKIONNECT I GWRAIT SCHOOL DAY
ACCOMMODATI ONS

Students eligible to receive accommodations on the Connecticut SAT School Day are those
students who have aactive hdividualizedEducationProgram (EP). The IEP, among other
things, defines what services are pr@ddo students with disabilities, including how they may
best access statewide assessments. The other group of students who may receive accommaodatia
are those with &ection 504 Plarwhich also documents what needs these students may require.
Studentddentified as Englishearnerswho may or may not have an IEP or Section B,

may also qualify for specific supports during testing.

As described in section VII Ethe following ®nsideratios may help determine how
accommodations may best suppouideints taking the @necticutSAT School Day

1T Does the accommodation fit the studentds
category of disability or language proficiency? (For example, not all students with learning
disabilities have reading giolems and, therefore, not all require that the math test be read
to them.)

M Does the studentds | EP or Section 504 Pl 4
during instructiof?

1 Does the student use this accommodation regularly during classroontiesctwnd
class/district assessments

1 Is the student sufficiently skilled to use this accommodation with ease, or will it serve as
an impediment?

1 Consider thestudend sieedsin terms of cognitive or physical load in completing a
standardized timed tedst this studenteceiving time extension regularly for instruction or
on districtwide assessmeflis the time extension beneficial to the student?
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CAPPLYI NGCEGEMNORECTISXAUIT SCHOOL DAY
ACCOMMODATI ONS

All request application$or accommodationsand EL supports(except theTranslated Test
Directions, Native Language Readend Bilingual Word-to-Word Glossary are requested
throughtheCol | ege Boar dods itk Disabilites 6SSO) ontine §/stabylteen t s
SSD Coordinator (the key person in a schoatoordinating all activitiesrelated to
accommodatior)s The SSD Coordinator mubie registereé@nd assigned the user role %D
Coordinator at the school lewdirough the College Boafd SSDsystento enter accommodations

in the SSD online system. Ne®SD Coordinators may register onlibe become a SSD
Coordinator.

The Sevices for Students with Disabilitie€SSD Coordinatorsmay access the SSD online
dashboard, which provides a list of students who have pestouslyregistered with College
Board for accommodations. This includes

1 those students who have been approwetie past who will be allowed to continue using
their accommodationdNpEte: eligibility is based on appropriatecumentatiofn anactive
IEP or Section 504 Plan)

1 thosestudents whinave been recently approved
1 thosestudents who have accommodation esjsstill pending; and in some cases,
1 thosestudents who have requetitat have not been approved.

In most casethe SSD Coordinator will receive approval for accommodations prior to the primary
test date. All accommodations for students must indigaasoaal in the SSD online systdiafore

the studenparticipates in th€onnecticutSAT School Daywith accommodations The st ud
school documentation, such as their IEP or Section 504 Plan, provides the parental approval tg
apply for accommodationshérefore no additional forms are required to be sent to the College
BoardHo we v er , i f a st ude adtliedestsldy approechpteasetantact s p
the CSDE. If an accommodation request is rejected, please contact the CSDE.

In rare situdons, the SSD system will request additional documentatitowever, NO
documentation is required for the Connecticut SAT School Bayong as the accommaditan
request s substant i adctevelEPmnS504tPlann thss taged upload thesGnecticut

SAT SSD Forninto the SSD Online Dashboard to override the system. This will move the request
into thel Do ¢ u me nt staRue Additorally, SO Coordinatorsmay be asked to verify
through email or phone call with CSDE staff to determine the validity of an accommodation
request based on a students documented needs

All accommodation$or students with an IEP or 504 Rlenustbe submitted througthé SSD
Online SystenbetweenNovember 22,2019, and February 4, 2020. Contact the CSDE or the

SAT School Day Customer Support at 858636387 for accommodation requests made after this
date.Keep in mind that it is critical teubmit accommodation requests within the SSD timeframe
as the approval procetsgkes time. Additionallyaccommodatetest materials are populated based

on approvedequests from the SSOherefore to ensure that the appropriate test material@ are
onte studentds primary test date, subTieresisi on
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no guarantee that late accommodation requests can be approwetb test day and in such
situations, students may be required to test with their approved accationodn the makeup
dates of April 28 and 22020 Contact Deirdre Ducharme, Performance Office, at BE®6859
for additional guidance.

DTYPES OF ACCOOMNM®DATI

Below is a chart of the most common accommodations availabletddentswith an IEP or
Secton 504 Plan

1 Abacus 1 Noise Buffering
1 American Sign Language Y Reader
(ASL)- test directions only 1 Scribe
T Braile 1 Signed Exact Englistest directions and test
9 Color Overlay content
1 Computer 1 Speecko-Text (CB Assistive Technology)
1 Extra/Exended Breaks 1 4 Function Calculator
9 Large Print Booklet 1 Textto-Speech foall test content (CB MP3
T emiemlr Sl audiostreaming application
1 Modify Setting 1 Time Extension 50% or 100%
1 Multiplication table 1 Examples of common accommodations, the li

is not exhaustive

Time Extensions
There are some important consideratithiag should be made in conjunction with the studéren
determining the need fdrime Extensionon the Connecticut SAT School Day

1 There aretwo options for extended timeé0 percentor 100 percent The 100percent
extended timeequires that you test ovewo days. How may this requirement impact the
studert?

1 Students with extended timeust beestedseparatly from thoseestedwith standard time.
Theymust remain in the room for the entire designated extendeddires if they have
completed the testWhat impact might this have on yostudent and theibehavior,
especially those whmay become anxious or frustrated because of their disability or needs?
Also consider, students who leave early from their extended time will not have their test
scored.

1 Students approved for time extension will automaticedigeive extra breaks so there is no
need to ask for breaks as a separate accommaodation.

1 Consider thestudend sreedsin terms of cognitive or physical load in completing a
standardized timed test. Is this studeeiving time extension regularly for insttion or
on districtwide assessmefis the time extension beneficial to the student?
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1 A determination regarding time extension is subject specific. For example does the student
require time extension fdévidenceBased Reading/Writing, Math, or both t&sWhat
student evidence supports this option?

If a studentequires the accommodation dfi@man signeor an accommodation that is not offered
through the SSD online platfofmlease contact Deirdre Ducharnierformance Officeat 860
7136859 to discss the individual student needs to access the assesSuentrequests should
be made byrebruary 4, 202Q to allow for the appropriate provision of materials and planning for
test administratiomvell in advanceof he di stri ct ds primary test

ESUPPDEBH OR ENGLI SH LEARNERS

Who is eligible for EL supports?
EL Supports may be used by students who, at the time of testing:

aymeet the definition of AEnglish | earnero
b) use the same supports on schoolwork and othessamsats, including state assessments.

While students should be provided with supports that they are offered in classes, extended time
may not be appropriate for all students. Consult with the school/district EL coordinator or teacher
prior to applying foithe additional support.

What EL supports are available and how will they be administered?

Grade 1EL studentparticipating in the Connecticut SAT School Cag permitted the following
supports

1 Translated Directions: Translated directions are availalel3 languagesSchools will
access these directions from the CSIMeb site prior to the administration of the
ConnecticutSAT School Dayprint the needed language(s), and distribute to students on
test day. There IO requirement that the SSD Coordimarequest this on the SSD
Accommodation Web sit€For more information, visithe ConnecticutSAT School Day
Web pageand reference resourcesder the Special Populations section.)

1 Native Language ReaderA native language readean be providedfia student needs
the translation of test directions fmtanguage other thainoselisted for the reading dést
directions, and a school has Hative Language Readeavailable who speaks that
languageThe native reader must be a staff member of that school or distraze iSNO
requirement that the SSD Coordinator request thih@sSD Accommodation Wedite.

1 Word-to-Word Glossaries: Approvedglossaries in over 100 languages can be provided
to students by their school on test dayudents using this support should be usingrd-
to-word glossary (without definitions) on a regular bagis instruction There is NO
requirement that the SSD Qulinator request this on the SSD Accommodation Wb
though schools are responsible for collecting them when testing is cordpletie.to the
College Board approvedord-to-word glossaries is available.
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1 50 Percent Extended Time: Students are eligible for 5fercentextendedtime for the

entretest The studentdés school wil |l questpnthe st
Coll ege Boardés SSD Online portal. No

however he SSD Coordinator MUST request this on 8D Onlineportal between
January 14, 2020and February 4, 202Q A link for instructions for requestirg0 percent
extended time is available on the CSIMeb site. Note that students receiving pércent
extended timewithout approval through the SSD online will result in a 4college
reportable score.

No need to submit rgeuest on the SSD Submit request on the SSC
Online portal Online portal

1 Written Test Directionn: Albanian, § Time Extension
Arabic, BengaliChinese/Mandarin, 50% extended time
Guijarti, Haitian Creole, Hindi, Polish
Portuguese, Russian, Spanish, Urdt
Vietnamese

1 Native Larguage Readétest
directions only

1 Bilingual Wordto-Word Glossary
(available in more than 100
languages
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APPEND.I

X A

NEXT

GENERATI

ONOAESETARDS

(NGSS)

ASSESSMENTEMNMBENDED CALCULATORS

Below is a | ist of approved calcul ators f
be used aisf gaidahcel at ore mbse dndeeedd eudn fi amgehres an
Grade&GBEBE AsseAddnoreteitf i ¢ cal cul ators are ac
not have any of the features | ist-ednatnide
cal cul ator s ar e all owed (but not recomme
acceptabl e Checakb | teh eg rlaipshti cofc ada cawé @tt or s
permitted.
ACCEPTABLE CALRSULATO
Acceptable Calculators
Casio Texas Instrument Other

1 FX-6000 series T TI-73 Hewlett-Packard

1 FX-6200 series 1 TI-80

1 FX-6300 series 17 TI-81 T HP-9G

1 FX-6500 series 1 TI-82 T HP-28 series

1 FX-7000 series 7 TI-83 T HP-38G

1 FX-7300 series 1 TI-83 Plus T HP-39 series

1 FX-7400 series 1 TI-83 Plus Silver T HP-40 series

1 FX-7500 seies 1 TI-84 Plus T HP-48 series

1 FX-7700 series 1 TI-84 Plus CE T HP-49 series

1 FX-7800 series 1 TI-84 Plus Silver T HP-30 series

1 FX-8000 series 1 TI-84 Plus C Silver T HPPrime

1 FX-8500 series 1 TI-84PlusT Radio Shack

1 FX-8700 series 1 TI-84 Plus CET adio shac

1 FX-8800 serl.es 1 TI-85 1 EC-4033

1 Graph25 ser.les 1 TI-86 1 EC-4034

1 FX-9700 series 1 TI-89 1 EC-4037

1 FX-9750 series 1 TI-89 Titanium

1 FX-9860 series 1 TI-Nspire

1 CFX-9800 series 1 TI-Nspire CX

1 CFX-9850 series 1 TI-Nspire CX I

1 CFX-9950 series 1 TI-Nspire CX IFT
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Acceptable Calculators

Casio Texas Instrument Other

1 CFX-9970 series 1 TI-Nspire CMC Sharp
1 FX 1.0 series 1 TI-Nspire CAS
1 Algebra FX 2.0 series 1 TI-Nspire CX CAS T EL-5200
1 EX-CG-10 1 TI-Nspire CX IICAS | T EL-9200 series
1 FX-CG-20 series 1 TI-Nspire CX IFT T EL-9300 series
9 FX-CG-50 CAS 1 EL-9600 series**
1 Graph35 series 1 TI-Nspire CMC CAS | T EL-9900 series
1 Graph75 series 1 TI-Nspire CxXC CAS
1 Graph95 series 1 TI-Nspire CX IIC Other
1 Graphl00 series CAS ¢ Datexx DS883
T FX-CG500™ 1 Micronta

1 NumWorks

1 Smat2

** The use of a stylus is not permitted.

UNACCEPTABLE CRAQRILA

Studentsare not allowed to use any of the following items as a calculator:

Laptops or other computers, tablets, cell phones, or smartphones

Smartwatches or wearable technology of kinyg

Models that can access the Internet, have wireless, Bluetooth, cellular, audio/video
recording and playing, camera, or any other smart phone type feature

Models that have a computstyle (QWERTY) keypad, pemput, or stylus

Models that use electricautlets, make noise, or have a paper tape

Calculator function on a mobile phone

In addition, the use of hardware peripherals such as a stylus with an approved calculator
is not permitted. Some models with totsdreen capability are not permitted (eCasio
ClassPad).

=A =4 =4

=A =4 =4 =4
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APPENIDBI X

MEDI CAL EXEMPTI ON

Students with Temporary Medical Conditions Attending School

Every year during statewide testing, there are cases of students with various medical conditions
thateffect theirability to participate in testing. In some cases, the student may have a note from a
medical professional stating that the student should be excused from participating in testing. State
law stipulates that all public school students in the specified grati® receive educational
services must padipate in statewide assessngent

Il n some cases, a student may have bemanp i nj
temporarily impact his or her ability to complete the {esg., broken hand or arm, carssion)

Under the law there is no exemption from administering the statewide test to these students.
Therefore, to test the injured student, the first option would be to delay testing until later in the test
administration window to give thetudent enogh time to recover.

A student who is injured in the days just before or during test administration has a temporary
disability, and may be eligible for accommodations under Section 504. This determination of
temporary disability is made by a 5@anning Team at a meeting in which the injury is
documented. If the student is determined eligible for Section 504 status, a plan is developed
outlining the accommodations necessary for the student to participate in instructional activities
and statewide assessnmentf standard accommodations are not sufficient for statewide
assessmest contact thePerformance Officdo see what other accommodation options are
available

Medical Exemption Definition and Procedures

Definition:

In Connecticut, the exemption detenation for a medical emergency rests primarily on the
following criteria The student is unable to attend school and is medically/emotionally
unavailable for homebound/hospitalized instruction. Students who are hospitalized or
homebound due to illness siid be tested unless there are medical constraints. These students can
have the test administered at home or in the hospital provided the test is administered by a certified
school staff member who is fully trained in the proper test administration amatwp@cocedures
for the Smarter BalanceAssessmenfNGSS Connecticut SATCTAA, andCTAS.

In rare cases, there may be a student who experiences a medical emergency jugbpdoritm)
the testing window. There is a process wherti®/student mareceive an exemption from testing
due to the emergency nature of the medical condlitidine criteria for exemptiomremet.

A medical exemption can be given to a student depending on the availability of the student during
the statewide testing windown application for medical exemption is required each year a student
meets the criteria for exemption.
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Medical Exemption Procedure

Step 1i Initial Contact:
The District Administrator (DA in TIDE) must contact Deirdre Ducharme
(deirdre.ducharme@ct.g¢860-713-6859 or Janet Stuckanet.stuck@-ct.go(860-713-6837).

Provide the following information:

State Assigned Student Identification (SASID) number

Student Nameldst, first);

Grade

Name of School, District, Approved Private Special Education Fgo@htRESC
Subtest(s)and

x Reason for exemption

X X X X X

You will be notified if the student meets timtial qualification for medical exempticand if Step
2 is required.

Step 2i EmergencyMedical Exemption Form and Cover Letter:

Based on the result of Step 1, tha Will be providedhe Emergencyedical Exemption Form
for the applicable statewide assessmehis form will be partially completed with tregpropriate
teg datedgnformation provided in Step.1

The remainder oEmergency Medical Exemption Fommust be completed and signed by the
student 6s at Thefonimasybe peturpesl o the GEBE with a cover letter on district
letterhead that contains thet udent 6s d e mo g rsabedi(s),and rieasdnofor ma t
exemption as identified in Step 1 above.

Step 3i Returning Documentation tothe CSDE:
To have the student qualify for a Medi&lemption the DA mustreturnthe completed ansigned
Emergencyedical Exemption Formand cover lettelby U.S. mailwithin one week of the close of
the applicable testing windote:
Deirdre Ducharmer Janet Stuck, Education Consultant
Connecticut State Department of Education
Performance Office, Bureau of StudensAssment
450 Columbus Boulevar&uite509, North
Hartford, CT 06103

1 Emergency Medical Exemption forms for ther®@ecticutSAT School Day are due byay
7, 2020.

1 Emergency Medical Exemption forms for Smarter Balanced, NGSS, and the Connecticut
Alternate Asessments (CTAA/CTAS) are due no later thane 12, 2020.

If signed documentation is not received by the CSDE within one week following the closing
of the testing window,the student will be reported as a ngparticipating studentor any tests
left incomplete.
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APPENLII X

SPECIDAQCUMENTAECDC OMMODATSI ON

SpecialDocumentedAccommodatiors Procedure

Definition: Accommodations in test administration are provided to allow students with disabilities
the opportunity to demonsteatheir aptitude and achievement in testing situaticateer than
produce a score that mainly reflects their impairments. Although test accommodations provide
students with an equal opportunity to demonstrate their skills and krgeylédey do not
gualantee equabutcomes. Again, an appropriate or reasonable accommodation should not
interfere with the i nt erigpcurentadtonofrhe As§essments t u
Guidelinescontains a substantial list of test accommodations that may Hebyssudents with
disabilities.

In exceptional circumstancdabere may be a student whose disabilities are such that the allowable
accommodations listed in thssessment Guidelinesuld be insufficient to provide access to the
Smarter BalancedAssessmets, theNGSS or the Connecticut SAT Schod@lay. In these cases,

upon request, the Distri&tdministrator(DA) will be provided information regarding Petition

for Approval of Special Documented Accommodations

Special documented accommodations for Smarter Balanced and NGSS include:

1 Calculator (Math Grades®) for CalculatorAllowed Items

1 Customized Accommodations

1 Human Signefor Math, ELA, and/or Science Items or ELA Reading Passages (Grades
3-8)

1 Manipulatives (Math, Grades®&)

1 Print on Demand

1 Scribe

Special documented accommodations forGbanecticutSAT School Day include:
1 American Sign Language
1 Use of a Human Signeother than Signed Exact English)
1 Human Signer Passages Accommodation (other than Signed Exact English)

*NOTE: Refer to theCustomized Speeeto-Text Accommodation Request fofor students with
an IEP or 504 Plan who require a customized process to access-&petisoftware with the
provision of ascribe for the Smarter Balanced summative assessments.

Step 171 Initial Contact:

To initiate a request for special documented accommodattmfistrict Administration (DA in

TIDE) should contacDeirdre Ducharme(deirdre.ducharme@ct.gp860-713-6859) or Janet

Stuck(janet.stuck@ct.ggB860-713-6837).The DAs will be asked to ovide the student SASID,
grade, and a description of/reason for special of accommodation.
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Decembe®, 2019Januay 24, 2020 Smarter Balanced, NGSS

November 22, 202%February 4, 2020 ConnecticuSAT School Day

Special Documented Accommodation petitions sent after these dates may require additional time
for processing. Until approved by the CSDE, administering these tests with special documented
accommodations are prohibited.

Step 2i Complete the Petition for Approval of Special Documented
AccommodationsForm and Gather Supporting Evidence

1 Based on the result of Step 1, the DA will be providedPttition for Approval of Special
Documented Accommodations Form

T The DA wil/l communicate with the student

Education to ensure that all sections are completed accusatglgdandare accompanied
withsuf ficient documentation, includiorg bu
Section 504 Plan.

1 Criteria used to determine approval d¢fadition for SpecialDocumented Acommodations
include:

o Evidence of appropriate specificity special accommodations requested related to the
individual need of the student throughout the IEP documentSection 504 Plan
(Identifies activities where required/duration/personnel support, etc.);

o Evidence that requested special accommodationsuarently used during classroom

instruction;
o Evi dence ddability timpattmgtesbascessibility;
o Evidence of studentédés experience | evel

o Evidence of goals to increase, maintain, or improve fundtiagzabilities over time

Step 3i Returning Documentation to the CSDE:

The DA will submit a signed andcompletedPetition for Approval of Special Documented
Accommodations Formia PDF upload using the American Institutes for Research Seé&ie
site. Information on accessing this site will be provided to the DA upon initial eligibility.

Step4i CSDE Review ofDocumentation
1 Incomplete or unsigned petitiomsll not be reviewed.

1 Upon receipt of petitionhe CSDE wi | | contact the stud
appropriate distri ct characteristicant weeddadr the gpecial t h
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accommodation indicated no the Petition for Approval of Special Documented
Accommodations

Step51 CSDE Review of Documentation:

1 The CSDE will send a letter of responsetosheudent 6 s t e ac IDestrict wi t h
Administratorand Director of Special Educatiamdicating thatthe Special Documented
Accommodations Petitiomasapproved or dente

Note that the provision of some accommodations will require additional training or specific test
proceduresor the submission of a protocaind will be indicated in the writteletter of approval
to the teacher requesting the accommodation.

Studens may not participate in testing with the requestagecial documentemtcommaodation(s)
until formally approved by the CSDE.
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APPEND X

GENERAL WBREGBS

2019-20 Accessibility Resources farest Administration

LINKS

DESCRIPTION

20192020 ﬁmmmsmmmmw:amn 219:2020
F

Testing Designated SupportsiAccommodations Form:

Meeting Date SASID TTTTTTTTT
tudent’s First Name [T

201920 TEST SUPPORTS/ACCOMMODATIONS FORM

This form & used to record designated supports/accommodations nee
students with an IEP, Section 504 Plan, or English Learners
Information from this form must be submitted via thest Information
Distribution Engine(TIDE) Test Settings.

Smarter Balanced
Assessment Consortium:

Usability, Accessibility, and
Accommodations Guidelines

Prepared with the assistance of the
National Center on Educational Outcomes.

June 27, 2019

SMARTER BALANCED USABILITY, ACCESSIBILITY, AND
ACCOMMODATIONS GUIDELINES

This documentescribe tB Smarter Balanced universal tools, design
supports, and accommodations available for the Smarter Bal
Assessmentsiowever, there may be differences between recommendz
in this document and those r el g
Therefore, please refer tothe 201320 CSDE ASSESSMENT
GUIDELINES f or i nformati on speci fi
assessments.
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LINKS

DESCRIPTION

Scribing Protocol

Smarter
Balanced

SCRIBING PROTOCOL FOR SMARTER BALANCED ASSESSMENTS
June 28, 2018

SCRIBING PROTOCOL FOR SMARTER BALANCED
ASSESSMENTS

A scribe is an adult who writes down what a student dictates

responding to test items. Dictation can happen in a variety of ways
speech, American Sign Language (ASL), braille, assistive communig
device, etc.). The guiding piple in scribing is to ensure that the stud
has access to and is able to respond to test content. Scribes are allow
Smarter Balanced Assessmetiitougha petition for Special Documents
Accommodations.

Text-to-Speech and Read Aloud Decision Guidelines Page 1

Guidelines for Choosing Text-to-Speech or Read Aloud Accommodations for
Smarter Balanced ELA ive and Interim Reading ge
for Students with Disabilities in Grades 3-5

August 28, 2019

The decision to provide a student in grades 3-5 with text-to-speech or human read
aloud accommodations as identified in the student's Individualized Educational Program
(IEP) or 504 Plan for the English language arts (ELA) reading assessment passages is
a significant decision, one that has possible long-term implications for the child. These
accommodations are defined as follows:

Text-to-speech: Text is read aloud to the student via embedded text-to-speech
technology. The student is able to control the speed as well as raise or lower the
volume of the voice via a volume control

Read aloud: Text is read aloud to the student via an external screen reader or by a
trained and qualified human reader who follows the administration guidelines
provided in the Smarter Balanced Test Administration Manual and Read Aloud
Guidelines. Al or portions of the content may be read aloud. Members can refer to
the Guidelines for Choosing the Read Aloud Accommodation when deciding if this
accommodation is appropriate for a student

The decision about providing either of these accommodations should be guided by a set
of questions to determine whether it is appropriate to provide the Smarter Balanced ELA
reading passages via the text-t or the non-
embedded human reader accommodation.

Background

In designing the Smarter Balanced assessments, states agreed on the claims that the
assessments were to address." The reading claim, Claim #1, is:

Students can read closely and to
complex literary and informational texts.

a range of

For students in grades 3-5, the Smarter Balanced ELA reading claim integrates the
ability to read and the ability to understand what was read. Providing ELA reading
passages via text-to-speech or a human reader to students who do not meet specific
criteria’ means that these combined skills are not being assessed, and no conclusions
can be reached about the student's skils in these areas.

re identified in the content specification:
jocum

GUIDELINES FOR READ ALOUD, TEST READER

Test readers are allowable on Smarter Balanced Assessments ac
grades as a designated support for mathematics and ELA itef
approprate (not ELA readinggssages).

Test readers are for ELA reading passagms be requested through
petition for Special Documented Accommodationdote that thig
accommodation is appropriate for a very small number of stu
(estimated to be approximately2lpercentof students with disabilities
participating in a general assessment).

Also note that in Connecticut, we allow this accommodation for elig
students in Grades&
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https://portal.smarterbalanced.org/library/en/scribing-protocol.pdf
https://portal.smarterbalanced.org/library/en/scribing-protocol.pdf
https://portal.smarterbalanced.org/library/en/read-aloud-guidelines.pdf
https://portal.smarterbalanced.org/library/en/read-aloud-guidelines.pdf
https://portal.smarterbalanced.org/library/en/scribing-protocol.pdf

LINKS

DESCRIPTION

This brochures intended to guide decisions about the need for sgeech
text for a sedct group of students who need to access this accommoda
including options and procedures for using speedext software that is
incompatible with the Secure Student Interface.

Refer to theCustomized Speedio-Text Accommodation Request for
Smarter Balanced Summative Assessmfamtstudents who require a
customized process to access spdaedbxt software with the provision of
a scrbe on the Smaet Balanced summative assessments.

GUIDELINES FOR READ ALOUD IN SPANISH, TEST READER

When a student cannot access -texspeech, an embedded resou
available on the Smarter Balanced Assessments, the student may be
to work with a test reader. A test reader is an adult who provides a
presentation of the assessment text to an eligible student. The g
depends on the test reader to rdseltest questions accurately, pronou
words correctly, and speak in a clear voice throughout the test. Th
reader must be trained, qualified, and must follow the Smarter Bali
Guidelines for Read Aloud, Test Reader presented here. The g
principle in reading aloud is to ensure that the student has access
content. On Smarter Balanced Assessments, test readers in Spar
allowable across all grades adesignated support for mathematicsThis
nonembedded designated support savailable on the NGSS.
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https://ct.portal.airast.org/core/fileparse.php/51/urlt/STT-Request-Form-MASTER.pdf
https://ct.portal.airast.org/core/fileparse.php/51/urlt/STT-Request-Form-MASTER.pdf
https://portal.smarterbalanced.org/library/en/read-aloud-guidelines-in-spanish.pdf
https://ct.portal.airast.org/core/fileparse.php/51/urlt/Speech-to-Text-Brochure_MASTER.pdf




























