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Guidelines for Spanish Read Aloud 

For Smarter Balanced Mathematics and Next Generation Science 
Standards (NGSS) Assessments 

(Portions of these guidelines, including Appendix A, were developed by the Smarter Balanced Consortium, and 
adapted by the Connecticut State Department of Education for use on its state-wide testing program.) 

 

Students who are advancing toward English language proficiency, including identified English 
learners/multilingual learners (ELs/MLs) whose native language is Spanish, may benefit from using 
reader supports. Spanish presentation may be helpful for students who are proficient readers in 
Spanish and not proficient in English, or students who use dual language supports in the classroom. 

A variety of reader options are available on Connecticut’s state-wide assessments depending on the 
content area assessed, and the student’s access needs and delivery mode (the test delivery interface 
or those provided by a teacher/test administrator).  

For example: 

• Students can access the embedded Spanish presentation of math items using the stacked 
option. The full translation of each math item appears above the original item presented in 
English.  

• For the NGSS, an English and Spanish presentation is available using a toggle feature.  
 

To accompany the Spanish presentation of math and science test items, an embedded text-to-speech 
in Spanish can be activated in the test delivery system so that students can read along and listen as the 
math/science stimuli and items are presented. However, the embedded reader options aren’t always 
optimal depending on the student’s language access needs. This resource was developed for those 
Spanish-speaking students who benefit from having the test read aloud directly by a trained and 
qualified teacher in Spanish, available only on the Smarter Balanced Mathematics and NGSS 
Assessments. 

Districts should establish a systemic and consistent process for identifying, determining, recording, and 
providing these supports for those students that require them based on documented needs. 
Accessibility supports, such as the provision of a human reader in English or Spanish, should be 
consistently embedded and accessed in the student’s instructional setting for familiarization, 
otherwise they may be a distraction and impede student performance on assessments.  

Communication, organization, and careful planning among test administrators, English Language 
Assessment Coordinators, Directors of Special Education (if applicable), and teachers are critical 
aspects of promoting fair, reliable, and appropriate test opportunities for students.  Refer to the 
Embedded and Non-Embedded Designated Supports for English Learners/Multilingual Learners 
brochure, the Smarter Balanced and NGSS Assessments Reader Options Table, and the CSDE 
Assessment Guidelines for information on how to determine if these supports are appropriate for your 
students. 

Overview of the Spanish Read Aloud in Mathematics or Science 

When a student cannot access the embedded text-to-speech, the student may be eligible to work with 
a test reader in an individualized test setting to receive this support in Spanish.  
 

https://ct.portal.cambiumast.com/resources/accessibility-and-special-populations/embedded-and-non-embedded-designated-supports-for-english-learners
https://ct.portal.cambiumast.com/resources/guides/csde-assessment-guidelines
https://ct.portal.cambiumast.com/resources/guides/csde-assessment-guidelines
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A test reader: 

• is an adult who provides an oral presentation of the assessment text to an eligible student.  

• can read the test questions accurately, pronounce words correctly, and speak in a clear voice 
throughout the test.  

• must be trained and qualified and must follow the Guidelines for Spanish Read Aloud for 
Smarter Balanced Mathematics and Next Generation Science Standards (NGSS) Assessments 
presented in this document.  

• must read verbatim the stimuli and items as they appear in dual language presentation.  

• must ensure that the student’s test presentation is set to Spanish in the TIDE system prior to 
testing. The non-embedded designated support of Reader (Spanish) must also be selected on 
the student’s TIDE dashboard prior to testing. 

• must access and read the standardized translation of the assessment from the student’s 
screen.  

Staffing/Training Considerations: 

Certain staffing considerations may be required when providing a Read Aloud in Spanish. Determine 
how many staff are needed to serve as readers based on the number of students eligible and the 
language supports needed. 

• Optimally, this is a person that knows the student and is familiar with their unique language 
needs.  

• The teacher/reader, including biliterate adults serving as a human reader, must be employed 
by the school district and participate in local training on statewide assessments as provided at 
the district or school level prior to test administration. This is to ensure appropriate adherence 
to test security protocols and the standardization of test administration while meeting the 
students’ access needs.  

• Readers should review this document prior to testing. 

• Read Aloud supports must be provided in a 1:1 test setting—not to a group of students, 
because each student depends on the test reader to read the test questions accurately, 
pronounce words correctly, and speak clearly throughout the test, while meeting the 
appropriate pace preferred by that individual student. A student should have the option of 
asking a reader to slow down or to repeat text.  

Preparation: 

Test readers should: 

• familiarize themselves with the test environment and format in advance of the testing session. 
Having a working familiarity with the test environment and format will help facilitate reading of 
the test.  

• have a strong working knowledge of the embedded and non-embedded universal tools, 
designated supports, and accommodations available on Smarter Balanced/NGSS assessments. 

• be aware of and familiar with all additional supports and/or accommodations provided to a 
student in accordance with the student’s Individualized Education Program (IEP) or 504 plan (if 
applicable). This will ensure that there are plans in place for providing all needed designated 
supports and accommodations. 
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Test Time Considerations: 

Though Smarter Balanced and NGSS Assessments are untimed, test-timing considerations may be 
required when using a read aloud of math and science stimuli/items. Remember:  

• be considerate of the increased reading and cognitive load.  

• best practice is to schedule a Practice Test in advance of summative testing to provide students 
with an opportunity to practice supports. Teachers should meet with the student to discuss 
their experience and adjust if necessary. 

• Breaks, a universal tool available to participating students for Smarter Balanced and NGSS 
assessments, can be set by the test administrator or provided as requested by the student (as 
appropriate).  

o Breaks of more than 20 minutes will prevent the student from returning to items 
already attempted.  

o There is no limit on the number of breaks a student might be given though it may result 
in the student needing additional time overall to complete the assessment. 

General Guidelines: 

The test reader’s support must be provided in a separate setting so as not to interfere with the 
instruction or assessment of other students.  

• Read each question exactly as written/presented on the student’s computer screen and as 
clearly as possible. 

• Throughout the exam, strive to communicate in a neutral tone and maintain a neutral facial 
expression and posture. 

• Avoid gesturing, head movements, or any verbal or non-verbal emphasis on words not 
otherwise emphasized in text. 

• Avoid conversing with the student about test questions as this would be a violation of test 
security; respond to the student’s questions by repeating the item, words or instructions 
verbatim as needed.  

• Do not paraphrase, interpret, define, or translate any items, words, or instructions as this 
would be a violation of test security. 

• Spell any words requested by the student.  

• Adjust your reading speed and volume if requested by the student. 

After Test Administration: 

• The test reader must collect scratch paper and login information immediately at the end of the 
testing session and deliver it to the test administrator in accordance with Connecticut State 
Department of Education testing policies and procedures 

•  The test reader must not discuss any portion of the test with others. 

Spanish Usage/Conventions: 

• Punctuation: Read all text as punctuated. 

• Ellipses: When an ellipsis is used to signify missing text in a sentence, pause briefly, and read as 
“punto, punto, punto.”  
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• Quotations: Quotation marks should be verbalized as “comillas” and “fin de comillas” at the 
beginning and end of quoted material, respectively.  

• Emphasis: When words are printed in boldface, italics, or capitals, tell the student that the 
words are printed that way. In order not to provide an unfair advantage to students receiving 
this support, test readers should be cautious not to emphasize words not already emphasized 
in print. Emphasis is appropriate when italics, underlining, or bold is used in the prompt, 
question, or answers.  

Images/Graphics/Diagrams: 

Before describing an image or graphic, the test reader should determine whether the details of the 
picture are necessary to understanding and responding to the item(s). In many cases, an image or 
graphic will be used to accompany a passage or reading excerpt as a piece of visual interest that is not 
essential in responding to the item. Typically, diagrams are imperative to student understanding and 
should be read in a logical order.  

• Describe the image/graphic/diagram as concisely as possible following a logical progression. 
Focus on providing necessary information and ignoring the superfluous. Use grade-appropriate 
language when describing the image/graphic/diagram.  

• Read the title or caption, if available.  

• Any text that appears in the body of an image/graphic/diagram may be read to a student. Read 
text in images/graphics/diagrams in the order most suited for the student’s needs. Often the 
reader moves top to bottom, left to right, in a clockwise direction, or general to specific in 
accordance with teaching practices. 

Math/Science Stimuli: 

• Read the passage in its entirety as punctuated (e.g., pauses at periods and commas; raised 
intonation for questions). Do not verbalize punctuation marks other than ellipses and 
quotation marks, as noted above. 

• If the student requires or asks for a specific section of the passage to be re-read with the 
punctuation indicated, the test reader should re-read those specific lines within the passage 
and indicate all punctuation found within those lines as many times as requested by the 
student. 

• When test questions refer to particular lines of a passage, read the lines referenced as though 
they are part of the item. 

Mathematical Expressions: 

• The test reader must read mathematical expressions precisely and with care to avoid 
misrepresentation for a student who has no visual reference. For mathematics items involving 
algebraic expressions or other mathematical notation, it may be preferable for the reader to 
silently read the mathematical notations or the entire question before reading it aloud to the 
student.  

• Test readers must read mathematical expressions with technical accuracy. Similar expressions 
should be treated consistently.  

• In general, numbers and symbols can be read according to their common Spanish usage for the 
student’s grade level.  
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• Abbreviations and acronyms should be read as full words. For example, 10 cm needs to be read 
as “diez centímetros.” Some abbreviations may be read differently by different readers. For 
example, 𝑐𝑐𝑐𝑐3 may be read as “centímetros cúbicos” or “centímetros al cubo.” 
Additional examples may be found in Appendix A on page 6. 

 

Below is the Suggested Test Reader Script from Smarter Balanced. 
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APPENDIX A (FROM SMARTER BALANCED READ ALOUD GUIDELINES IN SPANISH- JUNE 

30, 2022) 
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